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Susan  Fleischmann 


Gay  Man  Commits  Suicide 
After  Arrest  in  Bar  Raid 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

A  man  arrested  in  the  July  26 
raid  on  the  Quagmire  bar  in  Bos¬ 
ton  took  his  own  life  August  9  in  a 
hotel  room  near  Rochester,  New 
York. 

Friends  of  the  victim  described 
him  as  a  “very  intelligent,  very 
sensitive,  very  artistically-orient¬ 
ed”  man  whose  previous  prob¬ 
lems  with  chronic  depression, 
coupled  with  a  despondency  over 
his  arrest,  led  him  to  kill  himself. 

Boston  attorney  John  Ward, 
who  is  defending  a  number  of  the 
32  men  arrested,  called  the  man’s 
death  “another  gay  murder.” 

“Apparently  the  week  prior  to 
taking  his  life,  he  was  in  a  pretty 
good  upper,”  said  a  longtime 
friend  who  was  also  arrested  in  the 
raid.  “But  from  what  I  gather 
now,  there’s  usually  a  euphoric 
period  before  taking  your  life.” 

The  victim  had  come  to  Boston 
with  two  friends  from  New  York 
state  to  meet  another  friend  from 
New  Hampshire.  The  four 
planned  to  spend  three  days  in 
Boston  before  leaving  for  several 
days  of  traveling  through  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire. 

On  Saturday,  July  26,  the  group 
of  friends  spent  the  day  seeing 
Boston.  “We  did  the  tourist  bit  at 


Quincy  Market  and  downtown,” 
one  said  later.  “Then  we  took  our 
hosts  out  to  dinner  that  night.” 

The  group  then  departed  on  a 
tour  of  several  Boston  area  bars, 
arriving  at  Quagmire  shortly  be¬ 
fore  closing,  and  just  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  police  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9, 
No.  4  for  an  account  of  the  raid). 
The  two  members  of  the  group 
who  went  down  to  the  basement 
were  arrested. 

The  men  stayed  in  Boston  for 
the  arraignment  hearing  on  Mon¬ 
day  and  then  finished  their  vaca¬ 
tion. 

The  victim  had  recently  moved 
from  a  small  town  in  upstate  New 
York  to  a  larger  town  near  Ro¬ 
chester.  He  had  been  there  for  ap¬ 
proximately  six  months,  looking 
for  a  new  job  while  staying  with  a 
friend  who  managed  a  small  hotel. 

“He  didn’t  have  a  job  at  the 
time,”  said  that  friend.  “He  was 
in  the  process  of  changing  jobs,  of 
changing  careers.  He  didn’t  have 
the  money  that  was  going  to  be  ne¬ 
cessary  for  legal  fees,  and  he  had 
no  idea  of  the  money  that  it  was 
going  to  take  for  a  fine  if  it  was 
finally  levied.  I  think  all  of  it  ad¬ 
ded  up  to  a  lot  of  confusion  and 
frustration.  .  .  . 

“He  said  that  he  was  going  to 


go  up  to  his  home  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  state  for  a  few  days, 
and  he  evidently  was  not  planning 
on  doing  that.  .  .  .  The  coroner’s 
report  isn’t  back,  but  we’re  as¬ 
suming  that  he  took  a  large  dose 
of  prescription  medicine. .  • 

“He  left  a  note  .  .  .  He  just  said 
that  all  he  wanted  out  of  life  was 
to  love  and  be  loved  and  that  it 
was  to  no  avail.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


By  David  Morris 

NEW  YORK  —  The  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Asso¬ 
ciation  (NAMBLA)  is  suing  a 
Manhattan  radio  station  over 
news  accounts  of  the  arrests  on 
sex  charges  of  two  of  its  members 
in  Baldwin  Harbor,  N.Y.,  on  July 
11  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  3). 

In  related  developments,  two 
men  allegedly  connected  with  the 
Baldwin  Harbor  case  have  been 
arrested  in  California  on  charges 
of  sodomy  with  minor  males  and 
are  being  brought  to  New  York  to 
stand  trial. 

In  the  meantime,  two  members 
of  the  vice  squad  of  Nassau 
County,  where  Baldwin  Harbor  is 
located,  have  been  suspended 
from  duty  and  charged  with  steal¬ 
ing  the  property  of  one  of  the  de¬ 
fendants  during  the  raid. 

And  a  grand  jury  hearing  on 
four  other  NAMBLA  members 
taken  into  custody  and  questioned 
on  July  22  when  they  attempted  to 
safeguard  the  house  where  the 
arrests  were  made,  has  been  de¬ 
layed  from  July  31  to  August  20. 

Arrested  on  July  11  during  a 
raid  by  county,  state  and  federal 
police  were  NAMBLA  members 
Martin  Swithinbank,  at  whose 
house  the  raid  occurred,  and  Jerry 
Fox.  Two  teenaged  males  with 
whom  they  were  watching  tele¬ 
vision  at  the  time  were  questioned 
at  length  and  released.  Swithin¬ 
bank  was  charged  with  three 
counts  of  second-degree  sodomy, 
a  felony,  and  Fox  with  second- 
degree  sexual  abuse,  a  misde¬ 
meanor. 

The  lawsuit,  which  asks 


$250,000  in  damages,  charges  that 
AM  station  WINS  made  false  and 
defamatory  statements  in  the  news 
program  to  the  effect  that 
NAMBLA  had  violated  the  Mann 
Act  by  transporting  minors  across 
state  lines  for  the  purpose  of 
having  sex. 

Michael  J.  Lavery,  NAMBLA’s 
attorney,  told  GCN  the  station 
had  attributed  the  allegation'  of 
illegal  activity  to  Nassau  County 
District  Attorney  Dennis  Dillon 
and  to  Ed  Grilley,  public  relations 
officer  for  the  district  attorney’s 
office.  “According  to  Grilley,” 
one  WINS  account  reportedly 
said,  “at  least  a  dozen  boys  rang¬ 
ing  in  age  from  eight  to  15  went  to 
the  house  voluntarily  or  were 
brought  there  under  the  auspices 
of  the  association  [NAMBLA].” 

Representatives  of  the  station 
said  no  comment  would  be  made 
on  the  suit  while  it  is  still  in  litiga¬ 
tion. 

NAMBLA  members  say  that 
other  news  accounts  of  the  arrests 
attributed  similar  statements  to 
Grilley  and  Dillon.  David  Groat, 
one  of  the  four  men  taken  into 
custody  and  questioned  on  July 
22,  told  GCN  that  the  New  York 
Daily  News  reported  on  July  13, 
“Dillon  said  the  men  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  national  organization, 
the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association,  that  specialized 
in  sexual  exploitation  of  young 
boys.” 

When  questioned  by  GCN, 
Grilley  denied  that  he  or  Dillon 
had  made  such  statements.  He 
said  there  was  no  relation  between 
Continued  on  Page  13 


Florida  Court  Prohibits 
Ban  on  Gay  Lawyers 


By  Scott  Brookie 
TALLAHASSEE,  FL— The 
Florida  State  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled  that  prospective  lawyers 
may  not  be  denied  a  license  to 
practice  law  in  that  state  because 
of  homosexuality.  There  are  signs, 
however,  that  the  ruling  may  not 
prevent  the  Florida  Bar  from 
harassing  applicants  it  believes  to 
be  gay. 

In  the  June  18  decision,  the 
court  has  ordered  the  Florida 
Board  of  Examiners  to  issue  a 
license  to  practice  law  to  an  attor¬ 
ney  from  New  York,  who  has 


Theater  Sex  Charges  Dropped 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

CHICAGO  —  Prostitution 
charges  against  16  of  18  men 
arrested  at  an  August  4  raid  on  the 
Image  Theater  were  dropped  Au¬ 
gust  11  after  a  hearing  in  Cook 
County  Circuit  Court.  The  re¬ 
maining  two  men  will  face  trial 
September  11. 

The  raid  was  the  second  at  the 
X-rated,  all-male  movie  theater  in 
five  weeks.  Ten  men  arrested  July 
1  in  a  similar  incident  will  face 
trial  on  September  9  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  2). 

According  to  Stephen  Kuleike 
of  the  Chicago  GayLife,  three 
plainclothes  Chicago  police  offi¬ 
cers  entered  the  theater  at 
approximately  9:40  p.m.  and 
observed  “numerous  patrons 
engaged  in  sodomy  and  oral  copu¬ 
lation.” 


Officer  Terrance  Pekara  re¬ 
ported  that  he  arrested  a  29-year- 
old  man  from  Elgin,  Illinois  when 
the  man  solicited  him  for  sex. 

Pekara  also  reported  that  he 
asked  the  theater  cashier  to 
change  a  $20  bill  for  a  “blow 
job,”  a  tactic  reportedly  also  used 
in  the  July  1  raid.  The  police  offi¬ 
cer  alleged  that  he  then  com¬ 
mented  that  “a  lot  of  action”  was 
going  on  inside  the  theater,  and 
that  the  cashier  replied,  “sure  is.” 

Pekara,  along  with  Officers 
Robert  Margelewski  and  Roger 
O’Brien  then  ordered  the  theater 
lights  turned  on  and  began 
making  arrests.  Sixteen  men  were 
charged  as  inmates  of  a  disorderly 
house  and  the  cashier  was  arrested 
as  the  keeper  of  a  disorderly 
house.  The  man  from  Elgin  was 
arrested  on  charges  of  soliciting 


an  act  of  prostitution.  Charges 
against  all  but  the  latter  two  were 
dropped  when  police  officers 
failed  to  appear  at  the  August  1 1 
hearing. 

Cmdr.  Michael  J.  O’Donnell, 
who  ordered  both  of  the  raids, 
was  quoted  in  GayLife  as  saying 
that  he  had  received  “continued 
complaints”  about  the  theater, 
which  is  located  directly  next  to 
police  headquarters. 

“What  bothers  me,” 
O’Donnell  said,  “is  that  it’s  so 
open  and  notorious,  right  next  to 
the  police  station.  They’re  flaunt¬ 
ing  it  right  in  my  face.” 

The  latest  raid  brings  to  approx¬ 
imately  50  the  number  of  arrests 
made  at  predominantly  gay  estab¬ 
lishments  in  Chicago  since  June 
30.  In  addition  to  the  previous 
Continued  on  page  6 


declined  to  be  named. 

Although  the  court  has  refused 
a  request  by  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  to  publish  the 
ruling,  issuing  instead  a  confiden¬ 
tial  ruling  to  the  legal  counsel  for 
the  two  parties,  a  copy  of  the  five 
— two  decision  has  been  obtained 
by  the  weekly  news  ( twn ),  a  Miami 
gay  paper. 

According  to  twn,  the  ruling 
stated,  “The  investigation  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Florida  Board  of 
Bar  Examiners  should  be  limited 
to  inquiries  which  bear  a  rational 
relationship  to  an  applicant’s  fit¬ 
ness  to  practice  law.” 

The  ruling  continued,  “Private 
non-commercial  sex  acts  between 
consenting  adults  are  not  relevant 
to  prove  fitness  to  practice  law. 
This  might  not  be  true  of  com¬ 
mercial  or  nonconsensual  sex  or 
sex  involving  minors.” 

A  dissenting  opinion,  written  by 
Justice  J.  Alderman,  was  also 
quoted  by  twn.  In  his  dissent, 
Alderman  likened  gayness  to 
theft,  saying,  “.  .  .  if  petitioner 
has  a  recent  history  of  shoplifting 
and  indicated  that  he  plans  to  con¬ 
tinue  shoplifting  because  he  sees 
nothing  wrong  with  what  he  is 
doing,  most  certainly  he  would  be 
denied  admission  [to  the  Bar], 

“We  should  likewise  deny  ad¬ 
mission  to  any  applicant  with  a 
recent  history  of  homosexual 
activity  who  indicates  that  he 
plans  to  continue  this  activity 
because  he  sees  nothing  wrong 
with  what  he  is  doing.” 


Robert  Eimers,  who  handled 
the  applicant’s  case  on  behalf  of 
the  ACLU,  told  GCN  that  he  felt 
the  ruling  strengthened  the  legal 
position  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  Florida.  “I  think  that  the  case 
signifies  .  .  .  that  sexual  conduct 
between  consenting  adults  in 'pri¬ 
vate,  whether  it  be  heterosexual  or 
homosexual,  is  legal.”  Eimers 
added,  however,  that  the  issuing 
of  a  confidential  opinion  seemed 
to  indicate  the  court’s  reluctance 
to  make  a  strong  pro-gay  state¬ 
ment. 

The  Board  of  Bar  Examiners 
learned  of  the  attorney’s  sexual 
preference  while  inquiring  into  his 
prior  status  as  a  draftee.  When  the 
applicant  acknowledged  that  his 
4-F  classification  was  due  to 
homosexuality,  the  Board  sched¬ 
uled  him  for  an  additional  hear¬ 
ing.  Eimers  told  GCN  that  at  this 
hearing,  the  applicant  was  exten¬ 
sively  questioned.  “We  sat  there 
for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  and 
listened  to  them  ask  him  every 
tricky  question  about  his  sex  life 
they  could  dream  of.” 

Although  the  legality  of  such 
hearings  was  challenged  in  the 
lawsuit,  the  court’s  decision  did 
not  address  that  issue. 

Eimers  also  told  GCN  that 
despite  the  new  ruling,  at  least  one 
other  applicant  to  the  Florida  Bar 
has  been  requested  by  the  Bar  to 
attend  a  similar  hearing  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  “Apparently,  each  and 
every  case  will  have  to  be  litigated. 

Continued  on  page  6 
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quote  of  the  week 

“The  New  Right  is  selling  a  vision,  not  just  an  is¬ 
sue:  a  simple,  orderly,  and  efficient  society  where 
people’s  lives  are  tightly  controlled  and  their  choices 
narrowly  circumscribed.  Its  programs  for  getting 
there  play  on  profound  insecurities  and  offer  econom¬ 
ic,  political,  and  sexual  repression  as  an  answer. 

“Our  vision  is  one  of  freedom:  an  open,  egalitar¬ 
ian,  and  democratic  society,  where  order  and  efficien¬ 
cy  are  subordinate  to  universal  and  collective  partici¬ 
pation  and  individual  self-expression.  While  progres¬ 
sives  who  oppose  abortion  are  not  necessarily  allies 
of  the  New  Right,  their  views  on  women  subordinate 
all  other  aspects  of  our  lives  to  procreation.  We  must 
argue  that  freedom  of  sexuality  is  an  essential  part  of 
our  vision  and  abortion  is  an  essential  ingredient  of 
that  freedom  —  essential  to  assure  women’s  equal 
and  diverse  participation  in  all  aspects  of  individual 
and  social  activity.” 

—  An  unsigned  editorial  in  the  Spring,  1981  issue  of 
the  newsletter  of  the  Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network. 


bards  sought 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Gay  Theater  Alliance  is  seek¬ 
ing  entries  for  its  International  Gay  Playwriting  Con¬ 
test,  first  announced  in  January  and  designed  to  lo¬ 
cate  and  encourage  the  writing  of  new  gay  plays. 

To  qualify  for  the  competition,  a  play  may  be  ei¬ 
ther  full-ength  or  one  act  and  must  have  a  major  gay 
character  or  major  gay  theme;  it  must  not  have  been 
published  or  produced  previously,  except  as  staged 
readings  or  workshop  productions.  The  Alliance  em¬ 
phasizes  that  it  is  particularly  interested  in  receiving 
women’s  material. 

Deadline  for  the  receipt  of  entries  is  September 
1,  1981. 

Plays  submitted  must  be  in  the  English  language 
and  must  be  typed  and  bound  with  a  folder  with  the 
author’s  name,  address  and  telephone  number  on  the 
title  page,  and  must  be  accompanied  by  a  self-ad¬ 
dressed  stamped  envelope.  Entries  are  limited  to  one 
play  per  author.  Musicals  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
tape  of  the  score. 

First  prize  in  the  contest  is  $500  and  second  prize 
is  $250.  The  Gay  Theater  Alliance  will  assist  the 
winning  playwrights  in  securing  productions  of  their 
plays  with  member  theater  companies. 

Entries  should  be  sent  to  the  nearest  Gay  Theater 
Alliance  regional  coordinator:  for  the  Northeast  and 
Europe,  Terry  Helbing,  P.O.  Box  294,  Village  Station, 
New  York,  NY  10014;  for  the  Midwest,  Rick  Paul,  1912 
Central  Avenue,  Wilmette,  IL  60091;  for  the  Upper  Mid¬ 
west,  Richard  Rehse,  307  West  15th  Street,  #44, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55403;  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  area, 
William  Wade,  P.O.  Box  18728,  Denver,  CO  80218;  for 
the  Northwest  and  Australia,  Allan  Estes,  1115  Geary, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109;  and  for  the  Southwest, 
Frederick  Combs,  8755V2  Burton  Way,  Los  Angeles, 
CA  90048. 


realpolitik 

DETROIT  —  According  to  a  recent  poll,  the 
Republican  Party  will  have  to  avoid  social  issues  like 
lesbian  and  gay  rights,  abortion  and  prayer  in  schools 
in  order  to  win  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  1982. 

Gay  News  of  Philadelphia  reports  that  a  poll 
conducted  recently  for  the  GOP  by  Market  Research, 
Inc.  of  Detroit  revealed  the  party’s  strength  is  based 
on  economic  issues  and  Ronald  Reagan’s  popularity. 

The  GOP  won  a  mock  congressional  election  by 
51  to  49  percent. 


trailing  harassment 

ATLANTA,  GA  —  A  local  organization  says  that  it 
is  being  swamped  with  reports  of  police  harassment 
of  lesbians,  gay  men  and  transpersons. 

The  Healthy  Closet,  newsletter  of  the  First  Tues¬ 
day  Association  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  says  in¬ 
creasing  police  activity  in  Piedmont  Park  and  other 
places  has  included  roadblocks,  the  issuing  of  park¬ 
ing  and  traffic  tickets,  and  undercover  activity  on 
trails  in  the  park. 

The  Association  is  collecting  reports  of  police 
activity  to  present  as  documentation  to  current  and 
prospective  city  councillors. 

A  lawsuit  has  been  filed  by  Gil  Robison,  past 
president  of  the  organization,  to  challenge  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  the  ordinance  used  to  close  city  streets 
running  through  the  park. 


good  medicine 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  California  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health  has  awarded  an  $85,000  con¬ 
tract  to  Jerry  B.  Wheeler  Productions  of  Los  Angeles 
to  produce  a  series  of  gay-related  public  service  an¬ 
nouncements  for  television  and  radio. 

The  announcements,  relating  to  the  theme  “We 
Are  All  Family,”  will  promote  “increased  self-esteem 
among  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,”  "strengthened  social 
support  systems”  and  “reduced  homophobia  among 
non-gay  people.”  The  project  will  be  part  of  a 
statewide  campaign  by  the  Department  of  Mental 
Health,  advertising  "Friends  Can  Be  Good  Medicine.” 

The  announcements  will  air  on  most  local  Los 
Angeles  television  and  radio  stations  from  October 
through  December. 


a  naval  delay 

CHICAGO  —  The  case  of  Melvin  Dahl  versus  the 
U.S.  Navy  has  been  postponed  because  one  of  the 
three  members  of  the  administrative  boards  which 
was  to  decide  it  has  become  involved  in  another  case. 

The  administrative  hearing  originally  scheduled 
for  August  11  has  been  delayed  until  September  1. 

Dahl,  who  told  navy  recruiters  he  was  gay  when 
he  enlisted  in  early  1980,  is  challenging  regulations 
issued  in  March  of  this  year  by  which  the  navy  is 
attempting  to  discharge  him  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  4). 

Attorney  Joe  Schuman  of  Chicago,  who  is  repre¬ 
senting  Dahl,  told  GCN  the  delay  will  help  him  prepare 
for  the  hearing.  Schuman  did  not  learn  of  the  delay 
until  August  7,  four  days  before  the  hearing  was  to 
take  place. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  has  taken  an 
interest  in  the  case  and  may  take  action  in  it. 

Schuman  requests  that  gay  navy  veterans  inter¬ 
ested  in  strengthening  Dahl’s  case  send  accounts  of 
their  experiences  while  in  the  service  to  Joe 
Schuman,  11  South  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  IL  60603. 


parents  raise  the  flag 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Parents  of  lesbians  and  gay 
males  from  seven  states  met  August  1  to  create  a  na¬ 
tional  federation  to  build  support  for  their  sons  and 
daughters. 

Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  And  Gays  (Par¬ 
ents  FLAG)  will  provide  support  and  referrals  for  local 
parents’  groups  in  30  cities  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

The  newly-created  group  will  sponsor  national 
educational  efforts  directed  toward  schools,  profes¬ 
sional  and  other  parents’  groups,  and  will  work  for  leg¬ 
islative  protections  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 

Six  board  members,  all  parents  and  most  of  them 
veteran  activists  in  local  parents’  groups,  have  estab¬ 
lished  a  central  office  in  Los  Angeles.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write  Parents  FLAG,  P.O.  Box  24565,  Los  An¬ 
geles,  CA  90024. 


damned  if  you  are  . . . 

SPOKANE,  WA  —  The  United  States  Air  Force 
has  refused  the  discharge  request  of  an  airman  who 
says  he  is  gay  and  wants  out. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Boston  Herald  Amer¬ 
ican,  the  Air  Force  told  the  airman,  who  says  he  has 
known  of  his  sexual  preference  for  the  past  year,  that 
he  must  prove  his  homosexuality  before  a  discharge 
can  be  issued. 

The  Air  Force  says  it  fears  the  airman,  who  has 
two  years  left  in  his  enlistment,  may  be  exploiting  the 
anti-gay  provisions  of  the  Uniform  Code  of  Military 
Justice  in  order  to  evade  the  rest  of  his  obligation. 

The  Air  Force  also  claims  that  its  records  show 
the  man  has  been  married  and  has  been  seen  regularly 
in  the  company  of  women. 

Air  Force  spokespersons  said  they  fear  setting  a 
precedent  which  would  allow  anyone  wanting  out  of 
the  service  merely  to  claim  they  were  gay. 


nuts 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Nearly  one-fourth  of  the 
school  officials  responding  to  a  recent  national 
survey  indicated  that  community  members  have  chal¬ 
lenged  one  or  more  of  the  books,  magazines  and  films 
in  their  libraries,  according  to  a  report  in  the 
Washington  Post.  Half  of  those  challenges  resulted  in 
some  form  of  censorship,  ranging  from  restricted  cir¬ 
culation  to  outright  destruction. 

Of  those  school  officials  reporting  a  change  in 
the  amount  of  censorship,  75  percent  said  it  was 
increasing,  and  that  challenge's  of  educational  mate¬ 
rial  were  increasingly  coming  from  groups  on  the 
right. 

The  survey,  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Association 
of  American  Publishers,  the  American  Library  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  Association  for  Supervision  and  Cur¬ 
riculum  Development,  asked  1,891  school  officials  to 
base  their  responses  on  the  two  school  years  since 
Ronald  Reagan  was  elected  president.  A  more 
informal  survey  covering  the  past  six  months 
indicates  that  censorship  cases  across  the  country 
have  multiplied  from  three  or  four  per  week  to  three  or 
four  per  day. 

Among  the  books  restricted,  censored,  or  de¬ 
stroyed  were  Brave  New  World  by  Aldous  Huxley,  A 
Farewell  to  Arms  by  Ernest  Hemingway  and 
Webster’s  Collegiate  Dictionary. 

Judith  Krug  of  the  American  Library  Association 
explained  that  objections  to  dictionaries  usually 
center  around  “bad  words  .  .  .  especially  the  double 
meanings  in  the  definitions.” 

Krug  said  that  a  list  of  40  offensive  words  was 
prepared  by  a  fundamentalist  group  attempting  to  ban 
a  dictionary.  The  words  included:  hot,  hooker,  coke, 
clap,  deflower,  tail,  ball,  knocker  and  nuts. 


notes  news 

BOSTON  —  Merrymount  Music  Society,  a  group 
of  lesbian  and  gay  musicians,  has  been  presenting 
monthly  concerts  at  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard,  Cambridge,  since  October  1980. 

The  group  has  focused  primarily  on  chamber  mu¬ 
sic,  but  plans  to  broaden  its  membership  to  include 
choral  music,  solo  performers,  jazz,  and  original  com¬ 
positions. 

Merrymount  invites  singers  and  musicians  to 
join  the  group  for  the  upcoming  fall  season.  For  more 
information  call  Mark  at  (617)  236-4888  or  Rachel  at 
(617)  742-7997. 


unwelcome  advances 

DANBURY,  CT  —  A  prisoner  at  the  Federal  Cor¬ 
rectional  Institute  at  Danbury  has  charged  in  an 
official  complaint  that  a  guard  attempted  to  use  his 
position  to  coerce  the  prisoner  into  having  sex. 

Jack  Kunsman  claims  that  on  June  26  guard 
Thomas  Bergen  requested  a  “blow  job”  from  Kuns¬ 
man  in  exchange  for  furloughs  and  other  special 
favors.  Kunsman  says  Bergen  filed  a  disciplinary 
report  against  him  when  he  refused. 

Kunsman  reports  that  he  was  placed  in  a  segre¬ 
gation  cell  when  he  subsequently  filed  an  Adminis¬ 
trative  Remedy  Form  with  warden  R.  A.  Gunnell  and 
that  he  has  been  scheduled  for  a  disciplinary  transfer. 

Requests  have  been  made  to  the  U.S.  District 
Court  for  a  restraining  order  to  have  Kunsman  re¬ 
leased  from  segregation  and  to  prevent  the  transfer. 


run  for  gen 

BOSTON  —  The  Front  Runners,  Boston’s  run¬ 
ning  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  males,  will  sponsor 
the  second  annual  Charles  River  Race  on  September 
19  at  1:00  p.m.  The  race  will  benefit  Gay  Community 
News. 

Two  courses,  one  5000  meters  (3.1  miles)  and  the 
otherlO.OOO  meters  (6.2  miles),  will  be  available  for  en¬ 
trants.  This  year,  the  route  will  follow  the  Boston  side 
of  the  Esplanade  in  order  to  avoid  traffic.  Each  course 
will  feature  equal  divisions  for  men  and  women. 

The  entry  fee  is  $3.00.  For  entry  blanks  and  fur¬ 
ther  information  write  Allen  Blaich,  23  Clementine 
Park,  Dorchester,  MA  02124,  or  call  (617)  825-0181. 
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‘Solidarity  Day’  May  Include  Gay  Groups 


By  Scott  Brookie 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  A 
massive  rally  to  oppose  Reagan 
administration  policies,  which  is 
being  organized  by  the  AFL-CIO, 
will  include  participation  by  at 
least  one  large  gay  organization. 
Indications  are  that  other  lesbian, 
gay  and  feminist  groups  will  parti¬ 
cipate  as  well. 


The  AFL-CIO  which  with  14 
million  members  is  the  largest 
labor  organization  in  the  country, 
has  designated  September  19 
“Solidarity  Day,”  and  is  calling  a 
rally  “to  demonstrate  the  wide¬ 
spread  opposition  to  the  Admini¬ 
stration’s  assault  on  vital  social 
programs  and  to  promote  jobs, 
justice  and  equality.” 


The  demands  do  not  target  spe¬ 
cific  Administration  attacks  on 
minorities,  women,  or  gays  or  les¬ 
bians.  The  military  budget  is  also 
not  addressed. 

The  labor  federation  is  predict¬ 
ing  a  turnout  of  at  least  100,000 
for  the  rally. 

In  a  letter  to  AFL-CIO  Presi¬ 
dent  Lane  Kirkland,  Tom  Chorl- 


Jeannette  Howard  Foster  Dies 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

POCOHANTAS,  AR  —  Jean¬ 
nette  Howard  Foster,  who  was 
considered  by  many  the  greatest 
authority  on  lesbian  literature, 
died  on  July  26.  She  was  87  years 
old  and  had  been  living  in  a  nurs¬ 
ing  home  in  Pocohantas  for  sev¬ 
eral  years. 

Foster  was  the  author  of  Sex 
Variant  Women  in  Literature,  a 
400-page  study  of  well-known  and 
obscure  writing  by  and  about 
lesbians.  She  began  her  research 
for  the  book  in  1937  when  she  dis¬ 
covered  the  topic  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  by  reading  Havelock  Ellis’ 
Studies  of  the  Psychology  of  Sex, 
Volume  2.  For  the  next  thirty 
years,  she  moved  around  the 
United  States,  taking  whatever 
jobs  would  give  her  access  to  rare 
lesbian  volumes.  She  worked  as  a 
professor  of  library  science,  as  a 
teacher  of  college  English  and  as  a 
librarian.  From  1948  to  1952  she 
worked  at  the  Institute  for  Sex  Re¬ 
search  at  Indiana  University  at 
Bloomington,  the  famed  “Kinsey 
Institute.”  As  a  librarian  there, 
she  had  access  to  the  largest  lib¬ 
rary  of  sex-related  materials 
known  to  exist. 

In  1956,  having  had  her  book 
turned  down  by  commercial  pres¬ 
ses  which  were  unwilling  to 
publish  a  work  on  lesbian  litera¬ 
ture,  Foster  spent  $2000,  her 
year’s  salary,  to  print  the  book 
through  a  vanity  press.  Vantage. 
Sex  Variant  Women  In  Literature 
is  a  unique  and  thorough  scholarly 
work,  and  includes  Foster’s  re¬ 
search  on  books  from  ancient 
Greek  times  and  the  Bible  to  the 
1950s,  covering  works  in  English, 
French,  German  and  other  langu¬ 
ages.  Extensive  plot  summaries, 
literary  analysis,  historical  data, 
and  biographical  backgrounds  of 
writers  are  all  given.  The  book  was 
published  in  England  in  1958  by 
the  Frederick  Muller  publishing 
house.  In  1976,  it  was  re-printed 
by  a  lesbian-owned  publisher, 
Diana  Press,  which  is  now  out  of 
business.  In  1983,  it  will  be  re¬ 
issued  by  the  Naiad  Press,  also 
lesbian-owned. 

Barbara  Grier  of  Naiad  Press, 


herself  an  authority  on  lesbian  lit¬ 
erature,  told  GCN,  “Jeannette 
was  one  of  the  most  important 
women  for  our  movement  who 
ever  lived.  Sex  Variant  Women  in 
Literature  is  the  cornerstone  book 
in  the  lesbian  literature  canon.  It 
is  an  essential  book  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  field. 

“Jeannette  and  I  met  in  1955, 
whenlwas  doing  my  own  research 
on  lesbian  literature.  I  had  read 
advance  notices  of  her  book  in  a 
librarian’s  publication,  and  man¬ 
aged  to  find  out  that  she  was 
working  at  the  University  of 
Kansas  City  [now  the  University 
of  Missouri  at  Kansas  City].  I  was 
overjoyed  to  meet  someone  who 
cared  about  lesbian  literature,  the 
only  person  I’d  ever  met.  She 
taught  me  a  great  deal  about  how 
to  do  certain  types  of  research. 
She  autographed  my  copy  of  her 
book,  ‘To  this  volume’s  first  fan’. 

“In  1965,  because  she  knew  I 
could  not  read  French  well  enough 
to  appreciate  the  original,  she 
translated  Renee  Vivien’s  novel  A 
Woman  Appeared  To  Me  into 
English  as  a  birthday  present  for 
me.  That  was  an  example  of  her 
generosity,  for  there  was  no  inten¬ 
tion  to  print  the  book  at  that  time. 
Years  later.  Naiad  did  publish  the 
translation. 

“Years  after  Jeannette  stopped 
being  active  in  collecting  lesbian 
literature,  she  was  still  offering 
love,  praise,  affection  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  people,  and  was  beloved  by 
all  who  met  her.” 

In  recent  years,  Foster  had  been 
confined  to  a  nursing  home,  with 
occasional  visits  home  to  her 
“loving  household,”  her  long¬ 
time  companions  Dr.  Hazel  Tol¬ 
liver  and  Dorothy  “Dot”  Ross.  A 
benefit  fund  for  her  nursing  home 
expenses  was  publicized  in  lesbian 
and  gay  publications  throughout 
the  country.  Valerie  Taylor,  an 
author  of  legendary  lesbian 
“pulp”  paperback  novels  and  a 
poet,  was  instrumental  in  estab¬ 
lishing  the  benefit  fund.  The  fund 
raised  the  need  for  retirement 
homes  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Said  Valerie  Taylor,  “Nothing 
would  have  given  Jeannette  more 


pleasure  and  nothing  could  do  her 
more  honor  than  to  establish  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  retirement  home.” 

One  of  the  most  successful  tasks 
of  the  benefit  fund  drive  was  a 
dinner  dance  held  in  Cincinnati  in 
1980.  Although  few  of  the  women 
had  been  familiar  with  Foster’s 
work,  “The  dance  raised  consci¬ 
ousness  about  older  women  and 
about  Jeannette  because  a  lot  of 
women  are  not  aware  of  what  we 
owe  to  people  who  came  before 
us.  It  was  the  biggest  turn-out  we 
had  had  in  Cincinnati  for  any¬ 
thing,  and  it  really  touched  people 
and  got  them  talking  about  a 
home  for  older  dykes,”  said  Vic¬ 
toria  Ramstetter  of  Cincinnati. 

Ramstetter  added,  “I’m  sorry  I 
never  got  to  meet  Jeannette.  She’s 
one  of  the  women  I  admire  most.  I 
just  saw  ‘The  Dinner  Party’  and 
it  made  me  realize  how  much  in¬ 
formation  is  lost  about  lesbians 
and  other  women,  and  how  im¬ 
portant  research  like  Jeannette’s 
is.” 

The  book  Lavender  Culture, 
edited  by  Karla  Jay  and  Allen 
Young,  published  by  Jove  in  1978, 
contains  an  article  on  Foster’s  life 
by  Karla  Jay. 

Condolence  messages  and  in¬ 
quiries  about  Foster’s  work  may 
be  sent  to  Naiad  Press,  P.O.  Box 
10543,  Tallahassee,  Florida  32302. 

—filed  from  Boston 


ton,  president  of  the  Gertrude 
Stein  Democratic  Club,  endorsed 
the  rally,  saying,  “As  the  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  local  Gay  community 
within  the  Democratic  Party,  the 
Club’s  support  is  intended  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  our  firm  commitment  to 
justice  for  all  Americans. 

“We  also  intend  to  challenge  the 
great  labor  and  civil  rights  organ¬ 
izations  ...  to  live  up  to  their  own 
rhetoric  and  reputation  . .  .  [N]ow 
is  the  time  for  them  to  demonstrate 
[commitment  to  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  justice]  in  reference  to 
today’s  tough  social  issues, 
including  the  civil  rights  of  Gay 
Americans,”  the  letter  continued. 

Chorlton  told  GCAthat  to  date, 
the  Club,  which  includes  about 
300  members,  mostly  male,  had 
received  no  reply  to  the  letter.  He 
added  that,  “We  think  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  .  both  to  join  with  these 
groups  in  making  this  protest,  and 
. . .  that  we  are  indeed  a  part  of  this 
progressive  movement . . .  [I]t  puts 
them  on  the  spot.  They  have  to 
rethink  exactly  how  far  their  com- 
mitmenttocivil  liberties  and  social 
and  economic  justice  goes.” 

The  labor  federation  sent  invita¬ 
tions  to  join  Solidarity  Day  to 
members  of  the  Budget  Coalition, 
formed  in  February,  whose  mem¬ 
bership  includes  numerous  main¬ 
stream  labor,  civil  rights,  and  con¬ 
sumer  goups,  as  well  as  the 
National  Organization  for 
Woman.  No  gay  or  lesbian  groups 
are  members  of  the  Budget  Coali¬ 
tion. 

AFL-CIO  spokesperson  Charles 
Hughes  told  GCN  that  organiza¬ 
tions  which  had  not  been  explicitly 
invited  are  also  welcome  to  partici¬ 
pate.  Asked  about  the  Gertrude 
Stein  Club’s  endorsement,  Hughes 
commented,  “They  offered  to  join 


and  that’s  fine.  All  kinds  of  groups 
are  joining  —  nearly  200  non- 
AFL-CIO  groups.” 

Asked  about  the  labor  federa¬ 
tion’s  position  on  lesbian  and  gay 
rights,  Hughes  replied,  “We  don’t 
have  a  position  on  it  —  it’s  not  a 
union  issue.”  He  added,  however, 
that  one  focus  of  Solidarity  Day 
will  be  human  rights,  which 
Hughes  said  he  feels  includes  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights. 

Jeff  Weinstein,  co-chair  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  caucus  of  District 
65,  UAW,  AFL-CIO  at  the  Village 
Voice  told  GCN,  “We’re  asking 
everyone  in  District  65  to  go,  and 
we  will  go,  and  I  want  there  to  be  a 
gay  and  lesbian  presence,”  Wein¬ 
stein  continued,  “I  think  it’s  a  good 
idea  to  try  to  affect  the  AFL-CIO 
in  general  [about  lesbian  and  gay 
issues].  I  don’t  think  it’s  easy,  and 
you’ll  probably  have  more  effect 
working  with  the  local  union 
membership.” 

Margie  Fine,  of  Reproductive 
Rights  National  Network  in  New 
York,  also  commented  on  the 
importance  of  lesbian,  gay  and 
feminist  participation  in  Solidarity 
Day.  “If  you’re  not  there  at  all, 
they’re  never  going  to  get  that 
input  of  what  you’re  thinking.  If 
you  are  there,  maybe  you  can  have 
an  effect  on  some  people.  I  no 
longer  want  to  wait  to  be  invited  to 
talk  about  feminist  subjects  .  .  . 
[I]f  we  keep  waiting  to  be  invited, 
we’re  not  going  to  go  to  anything,” 
she  told  GCN  ■ 

Solidarity  Day  rallies  are  also 
being  organized  by  the  AFL-CIO 
for  September  19  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  other 
area  . 

— filed  from  Boston 


MCC  May  Join  National  Council 


By  Jil  Clark 

NEW  YORK  CITY— The  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Community  Church 
(MCC),  a  13-year-old  ecumenical 
church  for  lesbian  and  gay  male 
Christians,  is  applying  for  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  largest  ecumenical 
organization  in  the  United  States. 

The  MCC  can  join  the  council 
only  if  two  thirds  of  its  32  member 
churches  and  two  thirds  of  the 
delegates  from  all  those  churches 
vote  in  favor  of  admission. 

Rev.  Arleon  Kelly  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  expects  that  the  membership 


D.C. 


Friction  Continues  in 
Between  Marines  and  Gay  Men 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

WASHINGTON,  DC -Friction 
between  members  of  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  and  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  in  the  nation’s  capital  con¬ 
tinued  last  week,  as  three  Marine 
military  police  officers  pleaded 
guilty  to  charges  of  assault  and  the 
owners  of  a  Capitol  Hil  bar 
reported  a  second  attack  on  their 
establishment. 

Marine  MP  Cody  Coffman 
pleaded  guilty  August  6  to  charges 
of  assault  by  striking,  beating,  or 
wounding  and  MPs  Joseph  Zuffe- 
lato  and  David  Billingsley  pleaded 
guilty  to  simple  assault  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  an  incident  on  July  20  at 
the  I  wo  Jima  Memorial.  The  pros¬ 
ecution  agreed  to  drop  an  addi¬ 
tional  charge  of  possession  of  a 
deadly  weapon  in  order  to  obtain 
guilty  pleas  on  the  assault  charges, 
according  to  a  report  in  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Blade. 


The  incident  occured  around  1 1 
p.m.  as  Randy  Watts  and  his 
roommate  were  walking  to  their 
home  near  the  memorial.  Coffman 
approached  the  two  from  behind, 
according  to  Watts,  asking  if  they 
were  “some  kind  of  faggots.”  The 
other  two  Marines  then  appeared 
and  a  scuffle  ensued. 

Watts’  roommate  escaped  and 
called  the  police,  and  Watts,  too, 
finally  broke'away  and  ran  for  the 
parking  lot,  where  a  man  in  a  car 
helped  him  to  escape.  The  two 
drove  to  a  nearby  Marine  base  to 
report  the  incident  and  happened 
upon  their  attackers,  returning  to 
their  barracks,  at  the  front  gate. 
The  three  assailants  were  held  by 
Marine  guards  until  U.S.  Park 
Police  arrived  to  arrest  them. 

In  another  incident,  the  owners 
of  the  Equus,  a  Capitol  Hill  bar, 
reported  that  two  unidentified 
Marines  threw  bricks  through  the 


bar’s  windows  on  July  23.  The 
window-smashing  marks  the  sec¬ 
ond  outbreak  of  violence  perpe¬ 
trated  by  marines  against  the  bar 
in  recent  weeks. 

On  June  13,  two  men  entered 
the  Equus  through  a  rear  door  and 
threw  a  tear  gas  and  a  smoke  gre¬ 
nade  into  the  crowd.  Two  Marines 
later  arrested  confessed  to  the 
attack  (see  GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  49) 
and  currently  await  further  hear¬ 
ings. 

Denny  Graham,  a  co-owner  of 
the  bar,  told  the  Washington 
Blade  that  Marine  Corps  officials 
promised  a  “thorough”  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  window-breaking,  but 
that  no  suspects  have  been  found. 
Witnesses  were  unable  to  provide 
complete  descriptions  of  the  men, 
Graham  said. 

— filed  from  Boston 


will  reject  the  MCC’s  application 
when  it  is  voted  on  in  November, 
1982. 

“Considering  the  historical 
position  and  doctrinal  practices  of 
the  communions  that  compose  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,” 
Kelly  said,  “it  appears  to  me  ex¬ 
tremely  doubtful  that  21  of  the 
necessary  members  will  vote  for 
the  inclusion  of  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church.” 

Warren  Day,  the  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  News  and  Information  at 
the  Council,  added,  “I  don’t 
know  how  anyone  could  be  opti¬ 
mistic  [about  the  acceptance  of 
the  MCC  onto  the  council],  if  you 
know  anything  about  what  some 
of  our  members — like  the  United 
Methodists,  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church,  or  the  Episcopal  Church 
— have  been  saying  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  homosexual  minis¬ 
ters  in  the  last  few  years.  The 
United  Church  of  Christ  is  the 
only  one  I  know  of  that  has  a 
national  policy  upholding  ordain¬ 
ing  of  homosexuals.  I  should 
think  this  would  be  a  clue.” 

Nevertheless,  Rev.  Karen  Zieg¬ 
ler,  paster  of  the  90-member  MCC 
congregation  in  Manhattan,  is 
optimistic.  “They  can’t  legiti¬ 
mately  reject  us  because  we  meet 
the  requirements  stated  in  the 
Council’s  bylaws,”  Ziegler  told 
GCN. 

The  bylaws  state  that  members 
of  the  council  must  profess  a 
belief  in  the  “Holy  Trinity,”  have 
a  written  constitution  or  creed, 
maintain  a  central  government 
and  ordain  its  own  ministers,  and 
have  at  least  20,000  members  and 
50  local  churches.  The  United 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Churches  has  26,000 


members  in  170  congregations  in 
the  U.S.  and  around  the  world, 
according  to  Rev.  Troy  Perry,  its 
Pentacostal  founder. 

Ziegler  emphasized  that  the 
fellowship’s  constitution  does  not 
specifically  mention  the  word 
homosexuality;  the  matrimonial 
rite,  for  instance,  is  described  as 
“a  spiritual  joining  of  two  persons 
in  a  manner  fitting  and  proper  by 
a  duly  authorized  minister  of  the 
church.” 

The  church’s  constitution 
follows  conservative  Protestant 
doctrine,  stressing  authority  of  the 
scriptures  and  the  historic  creeds 
of  Christianity.  At  the  recent 
MCC  conference  in  Houston,  the 
church  voted  to  change  the  de¬ 
scription  of  the  “Holy  Trinity” 
from  “father,  son  and  holy  spirit” 
to  “God  the  creator,  Christ  the 
redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

“Almost  all  the  major  denomi¬ 
nations  are  ‘degenderizing’  their 
liturgy,”  Ziegler  said,  “so  this 
shouldn’t  be  a  problem  for  our 
application.” 

Ziegler  added,  however,  that 
the  MCC’s  practice  of  performing 
“holy  union”  ceremonies  between 
persons  of  the  same  gender  “may 
conceivably  be  a  problem  for  the 
members  of  the  council  .  .  .  But 
holy  unions  are  fairly  wide¬ 
spread;  liberal  ministers  in  all 
major  denominations  are  sought 
out  by  lesbian  and  gay  male 
couples  to  perform  these  cere¬ 
monies.” 

The  MCC  is  currently  consider¬ 
ing  joining  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  according  to  Adam  De- 
Baugh,  director  of  the  church’s 
Department  of  Ecumenical  Rela¬ 
tions  in  Washington,  DC. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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lawyers  guild 
responds 

Dear  GCN: 

As  the  Women’s  Committee  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Chapter  of  theNational  Lawyers  Guild,  we 
read  with  interest  and  disappointment  Nancy 
Wechsler’s  interview  with  Gayle  Rubin  and  Pat 
Califia  in  your  July  issue  (Vol.  9,  NO.  1).  The 
Women’s  Committee,  which  includes  both  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  straight  women  from  the  Boston  area,  en¬ 
courages  open  discussion  of  the  issues  of  sexual 
minorities  and  sexual  repression  raised  in  the  in¬ 
terview  and  the  community  generally.  The  porno¬ 
graphy  resolution,  passed  by  the  Guild  in  1980, 
represents  the  culmination  of  eighteen  months  of 
many  long,  hard  discussions  among  Guild  mem¬ 
bers  across  the  country.  The  discussions  included 
those  who  saw  any  resolution  on  this  issue  an  im¬ 
permissible  attack  on  the  First  Amendment,  those 
who  themselves  were  involved  in  the  man/boy 
love  movement,  those  who  shared  in  some  way  all 
of  the  perspectives  reflective  of  our  community. 
In  doing  so,  the  Guild  is  one  of  the  few  organiza¬ 
tions  which  has  even  touched  the  issue.  We  think 
the  resolution  which  grew  from  those  discussions 
speaks  for  itself.  A  careful  reading  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  which  you  were  thoughtful  enough  to  print, 
will  reveal  what  it  does  and  does  not  say,  and  it  is 
not  the  purpose  of  this  letter  to  defend  the  resolu¬ 
tion. 

We  are  quite  taken  aback  by  Nancy  Wechsler’s 
comment  in  the  interview  in  which  she  says  that 
she  sees  the  Guild  resolution  “as  a  real  attempt  on 
the  part  of.  .  .the  Lawyers  Guild  and  people  into 
those  politics,  to  get  some  false  sense  of  security 
or  respectability.  Maybe  they  feel  it  will  be  easier 
to  get  approval  that  way,  from  the  rest  of  socie¬ 
ty.” 

Nancy’s  comments  reflect  very  little  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Guild  as  an  organization  or  of  the 
nature  of  the  work  individual  Guild  members 
have  committed  themselves  to  over  the  45  years  of 
the  Guild’s  history.  The  Guild  has  never  sought 
“security  or  respectability”  at  the  expense  of  its 
principles.  Over  the  course  of  the  last  ten  years 
the  Guild  has  made  a  growing  commitment  to  the 
struggle  to  end  the  oppression  of  women,  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Guild  members  have  been  active  in 
the  fight  to  get  and  keep  reproductive  rights,  to 
protect  the  rights  of  women  in  the  workplace,  to 
fight  anti-gay  referenda,  to  defend  gays  and 
lesbians  arrested  from  San  Francisco  to  Boston 
for  all  sorts  of  political  and  personal  activity,  to 
defeat  the  Briggs  Initiative,  to  defend  gay  par¬ 
ents,  and  currently,  to  mount  a  campaign  against 
the  Family  Protection  Act. 

The  Guild  has  been  committed  to  fight  govern¬ 
ment  repression  at  home  and  abroad,  represent¬ 
ing  prisoners,  native  Americans,  anti-war  activ¬ 
ists,  Puerto  Rican  independence  fighters,  and 
worked  in  anti-racist  struggles;  and  it  has  worked 
in  solidarity  with  the  people  of  Cuba,  Nicaragua, 
and  the  liberation  forces  in  El  Salvador. 

In  times  such  as  these  we  cannot  afford  to  take 
such  broad,  irresponsible  swipes  at  each  other, 
and  we  feel  that  that  is  what  Nancy  has  done  at 
the  Guild.  While  we  may  disagree  on  particular  is¬ 
sues,  comments  like  the  one  quoted  above  will  di¬ 
vide  us  more  than  any  particular  issue  warrants. 
Those  of  us  in  the  Guild  struggle  within  the  or¬ 
ganization  to  make  it  more  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  are  the  first  to 
criticize  it  when  it  fails.  We  also  welcome  con¬ 
structive  criticism  from  the  community. 

As  an  organization  the  Guild  is  well  aware  that 
none  of  us  will  be  secure  until  the  last  of  us  is  se¬ 
cure. 

The  Women’s  Committee 
Massachusetts  Chapter 
National  Lawyers  Guild 
Boston,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPAC¬ 
ED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  pub¬ 
lished,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  re¬ 
quest.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Com¬ 
munity  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108. 


crazy  ladies 

Dear  Janet  Fay  and  Carolyn  Dellenbach,  Crazy 
Ladies  Bookstore, 

In  regards  to  your  recent  letter  (GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  49)  we  feel'wemust  respond.  Your  statement, 
“GCGC  now  sponsoring  —  with  no  explanation 
—  an  event  by  Lambda  Sports,  the  organization 
led  by  the  man  involved”  is  not  true.  Lambda 
Sports  was  listed  because  they  were  sponsoring  an 
event  during  Pride  Week  (look  again  at  the  sched¬ 
ule  which  clearly  lists  the  sponsors  of  all  Pride 
Week  events).  In  addition,  the  “man  involved” 
has  disclaimed  all  participation  in  that  event. 

In  response  to  your  statement,  “worse  is  the 
gay  community’s  lack  of  response  to  what  hap¬ 
pened  —  GCGC  is  on  record,  with  a  response  that 
was  shared  with  you,  that  GCGC  “opposes  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  and  sexual  exploitation  of  children  by 
adults.”  GCGC  and  many  of  the  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  in  our  community  have  tried  to  respect  the 
decision  by  the  mother,  and  the  women  she  has 
consulted,  to  handle  the  matter  privately. 

It  is  also  our  understanding  that,  contrary  to 
your  implication,  “Why  weren’t  statements  re¬ 
leased  condemning  this  action  by  .  .  .  MCC  .  .  . 
or  any  other  church  related  gay  groups?”  MCC 
did  issue  such  a  statement.  Additionally,  the 
Men’s  Network  has  been  struggling  with  this  is¬ 
sue,  as  have  other  groups  and  individuals. 

Our  leaders  have  attended  public  meetings  with 
lesbians  and  gays  to  discuss  the  topics  of 
man/boy  love,  child  molestation,  and  other  is¬ 
sues  of  concern  to  us  all. 

We  welcome  dialogue  with  you.  We  all  must 
share  the  shame  of  miscommunication,  but  that 
need  not  continue.  In  any  community  there  will 
always  be  differences  of  opinion.  It  is  when  the 
exchange  of  ideas  and  views  stop  that  progress 
and  growth  stop  also. 

We  appreciate  your  right  to  decide  not  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Week.  We  hope 
that  in  the  future  we  will  be  able  to  work  together 
for  the  continued  achievement  of  our  shared 
goals. 

Richard  Weinberg 

Spokesperson  for  the  Greater  Cincinnati  Gay 

Coalition 

Cincinnati,  OH 

able-bodyist 

To  the  Community, 

In  his  letter  in  the  August  15  issue,  Joe  Kelly 
denigrated  my  use  of  the  term  “able-bodyist. “  I 
had  used  this  term  in  giving  my  objections  to  the 
publication  in  GCN  of  photos  of  nude  men  which 
had  been  submitted  to  accompany  an  article 
about  nude  beaches.  Mr.  Kelly  refers  to  the  use  of 
the  term  “able-bodyist”  as  “New  Age  New- 
speak.” 

1  believe  that  it  is  fortunate  that  human'  lan¬ 
guage  allows  for  new  words  to  evolve  when  new 
concepts  evolve.  Perhaps  in  the  past,  humans, 
even  those  who  were  themselves  oppressed,  found 
it  unncessary  to  concern  themselves  with  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  disabled  people.  I  am  glad  that  the  les- 
bian/gay  community  has  been  trying  to  include 
disabled  people’s  concerns  in  their  efforts  for  so¬ 
cial  change.  The  word  which  has  evolved,  “able- 
bodyist,”  stimulates  people  to  question  their  pre¬ 
sumptions  about  their  own  “able-ities,”  and 
about  their  prejudices  about  disabled  people.  Re¬ 
cently,  two  of  my  friends  were  unexpectedly 
struck  by  permanently  disabling  illnesses.  No¬ 
thing  could  bring  home  to  me  more  the  temporary 
nature  of  “able-bodiedness.”  I  can’t  cure  my 
friends,  but  I  can  try  to  see  that  they  are  not  in¬ 
sulted  by  insensitivity  and  ignorance. 

As  for  the  rest  of  Kelly’s  letter:  when  I  see 
someone  belittling  and  ridiculing  the  efforts  of 
other  people  to  understand  and  improve  the 
world,  I  feel  very  drained  and  abused.  Maybe 
sometimes  efforts  are  awkward  or  misplaced,  and 
maybe  activists  are  not  the  most  undemanding 
and  innocuous  companions,  but  I  appreciate  the 
hard  work  of  many  sincere  people  every  time  I  at¬ 
tend  an  event,  read  an  article,  or  have  my  con¬ 
sciousness  raised. 

Maida  Tilchen 
Boston,  MA 

VACATION! 

The  hard-working  staff  of 
GCN  will  be  taking  a  well-de¬ 
served  vacation  during  the  week 
of  August  24-28,  so  we  will  not 
be  publishing  that  week.  See  you 
in  September! 


safer  ground 

To  the  editors, 

With  the  arrest  of  some  NAMBLA  leaders  and 
the  efforts  of  NAMBLA  to  build  supportive  coa¬ 
litions  with  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
(GCN,  Aug.  1),  the  issue  of  man/boy  love  as¬ 
sumes  more  urgency  for  us. 

I’ve  heard  both  sides:  opponents  of  man/boy 
love  argue  that  these  relationships  are  inherently 
exploitative,  and  that  the  lesbian/gay  movement 
is  the  fight  for  equality  and  reciprocity,  not  in¬ 
creased  domination.  They  also  argue  that  vocal, 
uniform  support  for  man/boy  love  by  the  lesbian 
and  gay  movement  would  destroy  whatever  base 
of  support  we’ve  built  in  this  country. 

Supporters  of  man/boy  love  argue  that  these 
relationships  are,  or  at  least  can  be,  nurturant  and 
supportive,  that  the  boys  want,  need  and  seek  out 
these  relationships  (often,  one  is  led  to  believe, 
against  the  considerable  protest  of  these  older 
men),  and  that  for  the  lesbian/gay  movement  to 
turn  our  backs  on  our  most  vulnerable  segment 
would  be  to  pave  the  way  for  the  attack  upon  us. 
A  few  weeks  back  (GCN,  July  18),  Gayle  Rubin 
and  Pat  Califia  argued  for  man/boy  love  by 
pointing  out  that  in  this  society  virtually  all  rela¬ 
tionships  involve  a  power  dynamic,  so  that  people 
opposed  to  pederasty  should,  to  be  consistent,  al¬ 
so  oppose  all  heterosexuality  and  any  relationship 
across  class,  race  or  cultural  lines. 

In  offering  my  feelings,  I  want  to  focus  on  the 
issue  of  sex  between  men  and  boys,  because,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  it  occurs  in  the  context  of  a  “relation¬ 
ship,”  I  believe  it’s  the  sex  people  object  to.  As  a 
general  rule,  I  believe  that  any  form  of  sex  be¬ 
tween  consenting  people  should  be  allowed,  and  I 
say  “people”  rather  than  “adults”  because  I 
think  children  should  be  allowed  sexual  relations 
with  each  other  provided  they  have  access  to  birth 
control  and  accurate  information.  At  the  same 
time,  I  recognize  that  “consent”  is  not  always 
easy  to  demonstrate;  for  “consent”  to  be  a  mean¬ 
ingful  criteria  all  the  parties  involved  must  have 
some  measure  of  real  choices.  Women,  for  in¬ 
stance,  have  been  “consenting”  to  marriage  for 
centuries.  Women  in  China  had  “consented”  to 
the  footbinding  of  their  own  daughters.  This  is 
coerced-consent,  and  it  hardly  constitutes  free¬ 
dom.  The  most  “heavy”  masochist,  who  gives  his 
hands  and  feet  to  be  shackled  to  some  rack,  who 
offers  his  body  to  be  gang-banged,  fist-fucked 
and  pissed-upon  —  he  “consents,”  but  if  he  has 
so  internalized  society’s  hatred  of  him  as  to  offer 
his  own  body  for  a  beating,  then  his  “consent”  is 
merely  a  conditioned  reflex. 

So  I  can  believe  the  “boy-lovers”  when  they 
say  that  a  young  boy  might  “consent”  to  sex 
with  an  older  man,  though  I  don’t  necessarily 
trust  their  assertions  that  this  “consent,”  ques¬ 
tionable  as  it  is,  always  occurs.  I  can  imagine  a 
number  of  reasons  quite  apart  from  sex  why  a 
boy  might  “consent,”  most  especially,  the  eco¬ 
nomic  resources  men  have:  the  car,  the  nice 
apartment,  the  restaurant  and  movies,  the 
“gifts”  of  spending  money.  But,  being  fair,  I  can 
even  believe,  given  the  sexual  repressiveness  of 
most  families,  that  such  might  be  the  only  sexual 
outlet  for  a  boy,  that  within  the  context  of  his 
powerlessness,  such  sex  might  be  a  positive  ex¬ 
perience.  Still,  I  can’t  help  wondering,  if  this  sex 
is  so  wonderful  for  the  boys,  why  I  never  hear 
any  boys  speaking  out  for  it,  much  less  marching 
in  the  street  as  the  men  do.  I  can  only  conclude 
that  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  such  “consent” 
is  coerced-consent;  coerced,  if  not  by  the  men 
themselves,  then  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
boys.  Which  is  not  to  say  that  sex  between  men 
and  boys  is  inherently  exploitative  —  I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  that  —  but  rather  than  the  only  way  we 
should  talk  about  this  is  in  the  context  of  em¬ 
powering  young  people.  For  that,  for  what 
young  people  need  to  really  choose  their  own  re¬ 
lationships,  to  control  their  own  lives,  we  need  to 
ask  them.  When  we  follow  their  lead  in  pushing 
for  their  own  goals,  we  might,  in  fact,  open  up 
the  possibility  of  cross-generational  sex,  but 
we’re  on  much  safer  ground  when  we’re  organ¬ 
ized  around  what  young  people  want.  Aligning 
with  NAMBLA,  by  contrast,  because  it  means 
organizing  in  defense  of  the  men,  is  not  only  po¬ 
litically  suicidal  but  contrary  to  the  best  in  the 
spirit  of  lesbian/gay  liberation. 

Cordially, 

Neil  Glickman 
Washington,  DC 


in  the  vanguard 

Dear  GCN, 

Don  Collier’s  letter  (GCN,  Vol.  9,  NO.  4)  con¬ 
cerning  S&M,  Drummer  magazine  and  Nazi  fan¬ 
tasies  in  porn  stories  must  be  answered.  Collier 
admits  never  having  even  heard  of  Drummer  until 
this  summer  as  well  as  having  no  first-hand  know¬ 
ledge  of  S&M  except  through  readings  he  has 
done.  This  allows  Collier  to  make  such  erroneous 
statements  as  “sadomasochism  in  the  church, 
workplace,  Pentagon,  or  bedroom  is  ultimately 
no  different  in  kind”  and  “Whether  pursued  by 
those  with  a  political  consciousness  or  not,  a  rose 
is  a  rose  is  a  rose.” 

There  are  essential  differences  between  gay 
male  S&M  and  the  power  dynamics  that  occur  in 
the' church  and  the  state.  Perhaps  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  differnce  is  the  fact  that  men  involved  in 
S&M  are  involved  in  an  activity  they  consent  to 
and  appreciate  as  a  vital  way  of  exploring  issues 
of  power,  control  and  trust.  The  violence  of  the 
state  is  not  something  most  of  us  consent  to  or  ap¬ 
preciate.  By  maintaining  a  simplistic  view  of 
S&M,  Don  Collier  is  able  to  feel  comfortable  im¬ 
plying  that  S&M  men  are  perpetuating  the  power 
abuses  inherent  to  capitalism,  patriarchal  religion 
and  militarism.  This  is  not  true. 

Satya  Littlebear  who  first  raised  the  issue  of 
Drummer's  use  of  Nazi  fantasies  in  its  magazine 
has  made  an  important  contribution  to  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  issues  of  pornography  and  S&M.  It  is 
essential  that  men  who  value  pornography  hold 
writers  and  editors  responsible  for  the  values  re¬ 
flected  in  their  publications.  Drummer  maga¬ 
zine,  which  I  believe  makes  a  valuable  and  radi¬ 
cal  contribution  to  gay  male  culture,  does  have 
its  flaws,  most  obviously  its  inclusion  of  racist, 
homophobic  and  anti-Semitic  sexual  fantasies 
without  delving  into  the  issues  raised  by  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  such  stories.  If  many  men  do  have 
fantasies  of  a  particularly  powerful  and  contro¬ 
versial  nature  —  Jews  who  fantasize  about  being 
tortured  by  Nazis,  Black  men  who  seek  the  slave 
role  in  an  S&M  scene,  gay  men  who  dream  of  be¬ 
ing  humiliated  by  straight  men  —  these  issues 
must  be  discussed  and  analyzed.  Simply  catering 
to  the  fantasies  is  inadequate  and  dangerous.  The 
personal/political  ramifications  must  be  ex¬ 
plored  in  a  public  forum.  I  think  the  last  time  I 
saw  issues  such  as  these  discussed  was  five  years 
ago  in  GCN  when  an  interracial  Master-Slave 
team  was  interviewed.  Hot  stuff  for  1976. 

It  is  important  to  state  that  Drummer  is  the 
only  gay  male  porn  glossy  with  substantial  space 
for  political  discussion  of  sexual  matters.  The  ed¬ 
itorial  line  of  the  magazine  has  been  consistently 
progressive  and  insightful,  exploring  both  the 
value  of  specific  gay  male  sexual  practices  and 
the  importance  of  gay  people  becoming  political 
(in  every  way).  Furthermore,  ample  space  is  giv¬ 
en  to  letters  from  readers  who  often  hold  the  edi¬ 
tors  responsible  for  weaknesses  in  the  magazine. 
Two  issues  ago  a  discussion  of  the  lack  of  photo¬ 
graphs  of  Black  men  was  started.  The  issue  of 
ageism  and  intergenerational.  relationships  has 
been  debated  in  the  letters  column  and  the  edi¬ 
tors  have  responded  with  increased  coverage  of 
older  gay  men.  Finally,  Drummer  has,  since  its 
inception,  devoted  more  space  to  prisoner  ads 
and  news  about  prisoners’  rights  than  any  other 
gay  publication  (GCN  is  beginning  to  catch  up). 
To  depict  the  men  who  put  out  the  magazine  as 
our  “enemies,”  as  Collier  writes,  is  to  be  ignor¬ 
ant  of  the  magazine  and  its  history. 

I’m  glad  Don  Collier  is  thinking  about  the  is¬ 
sues  which  men  address  in  S&M,  even  if  I  dis¬ 
agree  with  his  analysis.  More  men  need  to  think 
about  these  things.  Ultimately,  however,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  targetting  of  specific  gay  male  sex¬ 
ual  practices,  as  Collier  does  with  S&M,  as  the 
sites  of  abuses  of  power  through  male  sexuality  is 
a  dangerous  thing  to  do.  It  places  the  onus  of 
power  abuses  on  sadomasochists  and  allows  men 
who  do  not  enjoy  such  practices  to  feel  that  they 
are  not  susceptible  to  abusing  power.  All  sexual 
activity  between  gay  men  must  be  looked  at  crit¬ 
ically  for  abuses  of  power.  It  may  be  wielded  in  a 
regressive  manner  between  two  men  who  have 
never  worn  leather,  used  handcuffs  or  licked 
boots.  It  may  be  played  out  destructively  when 
two  men  of  the  exact  age,  class,  race,  and  reli¬ 
gion  are  fucking  and  sucking.  And,  it  is  my  belief 
that  leathermen,  and  Drupimer  magazine,  are  in 
the  vanguard  of  exploring  in  a  progressive  way 
the  issues  of  power,  trust,  responsibility  and 
masculinity  that  surface  in  relationships  between 
gay  men. 

Hugs  and  Kisses, 

Eric  Rofes 

Old  Cape  Cod,  MA 
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Speaking  Out 


A  Sunday  Like  Any  Other 


By  the  Boston  Sisterhood  Softball  Team 

It  was  a  Sunday  that  had  lived  up  to  its  name,  and  we  would  end  it  like  we  had  so  many 
others  all  spring  and  summer,  with  a  softball  practice.  The  park  just  off  the  Jamaicaway  at 
Perkins  St.  was  filled  with  picnicking  families  and  joggers  loping  around  the  pond.  The 
parking  lot  was  crammed  with  cars  with  the  “right”  kind  of  bumper  stickers  —  “Women 
Unite  Take  Back  the  Night,”  “Another  Parent  Against  the  Draft”  —  all  there  for  a  festi¬ 
val  for  Nicaragua. 

Today  we  were  to  scrimmage  another  team,  one  we’d  played  twice  before,  winning 
once  and  losing  once.  We  liked  playing  this  team,  not  only  because  the  games  were  close, 
but  because  it  too  was  a  lesbian  team. 

We  hadn’t  even  started  to  play  when  the  trouble  began.  Four  men,  lounging  against 
their  black  van,  half-drunk,  divided  their  time  between  getting  drunker  and  taunting  us. 

Mild  stuff  at  first  —  if  being  called  dykes  by  sneering  18-year-olds  is  ever  mild  —  but  get¬ 
ting  uglier  and  uglier  as  the  game  went  on.  They  jeered  every  play,  good  or  bad,  insulted 
our  appearance,  and  mocked  our  calls  of  encouragement  to  each  other. 

More  weeks  than  not,  we’d  had  to  endure  something  of  this  sort  at  this  field.  We’d 
struggled  to  ignore  it  each  time,  and  the  men  had  always  gotten  bored  and  left.  But  this 
gang  was  different.  They  just  got  uglier  and  uglier. 

By  the  sixth  inning,  when  the  loudest  loudmouth  was  openly  masturbating  and  offer¬ 
ing  to  rip  our  tits  off,  one  player  exploded:  “Why  don’t  you  just  leave?”  she  screamed, 
running  over  to  the  men.  “Why  don’t  you  just  get  out  of  here?” 

Finally  it  was  happening,  what  we  had  been  dreading  all  summer.  Someone  lunged  at 
someone,  and  in  a  flash  a  brawl  started.  The  whole  fight  lasted  only  a  few  minutes,  but  in¬ 
volved  nearly  everyone,  the  men  swinging  at  all  of  us,  the  women  concentrating  on  the 
loudmouth.  One  woman  ran  around  hiding  the  bats,  and  several  of  us  tried  to  pry  our 
friends  out  of  the  melee. 

Ironically,  it  was  two  of  these  women  who  were  the  ones  injured,  women  who  clearly 
had  not  been  fightingthemselves. 

The  loudmouth  (and  his  bleeding  nose)  fled  before  the  police  arrived.  He  has  since 
been  identified  (through  our  work,  not  the  police’s)  and  assault  charges  brought  against 
him. 

The  police  told  us  to  call  them  before  we  play  there  again,  and  advised  us  to  break  the 
men’s  kneecaps  with  bats  the  next  time. 

Not  the  most  comforting  advice.  We  don’t  relish  the  idea  of  relying  on  the  police’s 
availability  for  our  safety,  nor  are  we  keen  on  smashing  anyone  with  a  bat  for  personal  and 
legal  reasons. 

The  brawl  made  us  realize  how  ill-prepared  we  were  to  deal  with  the  situation.  Oh,  we 
held  our  own  in  the  slugfest,  although  we  did  need  the  help  of  the  cooler-headed  man  to  get 
the  loudmouth  away.  And  it  was  very  satisfying  to  see  us  all  rush  to  each  other’s  defense. 

But  we  want  to  stop  things  before  a  fight  erupts.  We  don’t  want  to  take  even  the  ver¬ 
bal  abuse.  Our  experience  in  previous  weeks  convinces  us  that  to  try  to  talk  to  most  groups 
of  semi-drunk  men  before  the  heckling  gets  really  bad  is  fruitless.  They  don’t  keep  quiet, 
and  they  certainly  don’t  leave  any  faster.  They  laugh  if  we  threaten  to  call  the  police. 

We  know  it  will  happen  again  —  maybe  not  this  gang  and  the  black  van,  but  some 
group  of  men  who  can’t  tolerate  the  sight  of  women  free  and  happy  without  them. 

We  can  change  fields.  We  can  give  up  another  corner  of  Boston  as  being  unsafe.  We 
can  try  to  remember  that  no  matter  how  safe  we  feel,  no  matter  how  beautiful  the  day  and 
familiar  the  friends,  we  can  never  be  fully  comfortable.  their  heads  and  pull  their  friends~dff?  Will  someone  really  grab  a  bat? 

What  will  happen  next  time?  Will  the  police  be  as  nearby?  Will  any  of  the  men  keep  What  can  we  do? 
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Gays  and  the  Labor  Movement 


By  Marsha  Maurer 

Many  GCN  readers  were  probably  aware  of,  or  involved  in,  the  recent  strike  by  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  state  workers.  The  strike  was  called  by  AFSCME  (American  Federation  of 
State,  County  and  Municipal  Employees)  Council  93  when  the  state  legislators  still  hadn’t 
passed  a  budget  on  July  10,  presenting  state  workers  with  a  payless  payday. 

I  was  one  of  many  AFSCME  members  at  the  Fernald  State  School  who  spent  much  of 
four  days  on  the  picket  line,  encouraging  co-workers  to  support  the  strike.  We  were  so 
successful  that  by  Sunday,  July  12,  85  percent  of  Fernald ’s  staff  were  not  reporting  to 
work.  Several  truckloads  of  National  Guard  were  called  in  to  help  staff  the  institution. 

For  the  most  part  the  strike  was  an  exhilarating  victory.  For  once,  we,  who  are  always 
vulnerable  to  the  whims  of  the  state  system  (countless  payless  paydays,  delays  in  receiving 
raises,  the  loss  of  abortion  coverage  from  our  health  plans),  felt  our  power  against  the 
state.  Personally,  I  learned  that  management  pleas  and  media  sob  stories  about 
jeopardizing  the  residents’  safety  were  propaganda  and  untrue.  Though  we  inconvenienced 
management  a  great  deal,  and  cost  the  state  some  money,  it  was  very  clear  that  the  state  has 
the  resources  to  staff  its  institutions  in  cases  of  emergency. 

Although  there  were  many  exciting  moments,  there  were  frustrating  ones  as  well.  One 
of  the  most  frustrating  for  me  came  Sunday  morning  when,  over  a  short  time,  I  watched  as 
at  least  five  lesbians  and  gays  crossed  our  picket  lines.  I  also  received  a  nasty  snarl  from 
another  gay  man  who  I’d  asked,  very  politely,  to  support  the  strike. 

Gays  and  lesbians  did  not  cross  the  line  in  greater  proportions  than  any  other  group. 
And  throughout  the  strike  I  was  impressed  and  heartened  by  our  obvious  presence  on  the 
line.  Still,  I  was  hurt  and  angry  when  any  lesbian  or  gay  crossed  over.  “You  should  know 
better,”  I  thought,  naively  expecting  us  all  to  share  the  same  consciousness. 

Obviously  we  don’t.  But  I  believe  that  gays  and  lesbians  have  a  great  stake  in  the 
success  and  direction  of  the  labor  movement.  For  one  thing,  almost  all  of  us  are  workers. 
Many  of  us  are  very  low-paid  workers.  Just  as  race,  sex,  and  disability  lead  to  job 
discrimination,  so,  of  course,  does  sexual  preference.  And  we  aren’t  concentrated  in 
human  service  jobs  just  because  we’ve  got  great  compassion  for  the  needy,  it’s  also  because 
these  jobs  don’t  pay  well  and  tend  to  be  unstable.  Since  our  sexual  preference  keeps  many 
of  us  in  lowrlevel  jobs,  issues  of  decent  pay,  working  conditions,  and  freedom  from 
discrimination  are  as  relevant  to  us  as  they  are  to  our  co-workers. 

We  have  a  stake  in  the  labor  movement  not  only  because  we  are  workers.  That  massive 
system  that  withholds  paychecks  also  takes  away  the  children  of  gay  parents,  cuts  the  job 
of  gay  liaison  to  the  mayor’s  office,  allows  its  police  to  harass  us,  and  makes  decisions 


about  where  we  can  work  and  live.  In  short,  the  (hetero-)sexist,  racist,  and  classist 
institutions  that  run  our  lives  run  the  lives  of  all  poor  and  working-class  people,  whatever 
their  sexual  preference.  They  are  our  common  enemy;  it  only  makes  sense  to  work 
together. 

Recognizing  this  connection  is  particularly  important  now,  as  the  right-wing  is  gaining 
power  at  both  the  state  and  national  levels.  The  Family  Protection  Act;  the  Human  Life 
Amendment;  and  the  end  of  CETA  jobs,  social  security  benefits,  and  the  protections  of  the 
voting  rights  act,  are  all  part  of  the  right-wing’s  agenda. 

This  historical  context  makes  state  workers’  strike  for  pay  especially  important.  We 
have  had  paychecks,  raises,  and  retroactive  monies  delayed  before,  sometimes  for  many 
months,  but  never  before  have  we  responded  with  a  strong  strike.  Why  now?  Because  we 
are  angry,  frustrated,  and  scared.  Because,  whether  conscious  or  unconscious,  we  can  feel 
the  higher  pressures,  and  greater  hardships  of  a  reactionary  political  climate.  State  workers 
expressed  that  anger  collectively,  in  a-constructive  and  peaceful  way.  I  call  it  fighting  back, 
something  of  which  I,  as  both  worker  and  lesbian,  want  to  be  a  part. 

Granted,  these  connections  between  gay  and  lesbian  liberation  and  the  labor 
movement  are  not  always  apparent,  either  to  gays  and  lesbians  or  to  our  unions  and  co¬ 
workers.  But  it  is  important  to  work  to  make  our  common  goals  apparent. 

One  way  is  for  lesbians  and  gays  to  be  an  active  force  in  our  unions  and  at  our 
workplaces.  (Yes,  there’s  always  homophobia,  but  many  people  do  get  over  it,  and  learn 
some  things  along  the  way.)  Another  is  for  unions  to  sincerely  take  up  issues  that  are 
important  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  membership,  like  including  “sexual  preference”  in 
contract  anti-discrimination  clauses,  and  enforcing  it. 

Most  important  is  for  us  to  find  what  common  ground  there  is  and  expand  it.  As 
rhetorical  as  it  may  sound  it  remains  true  that,  an  attack  on  one  is  an  attack  on  all.  Think 
of  this  the  next  time  you  are  faced  with  a  picket  line  and  have  to  decide  which  side  you’re 
going  to  be  on. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston.  MA  02108. 
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Boston  ShoppersGuide 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.  Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing/Treatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital, 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


SHORE 

HOUSE 


l5'/i  Shore  Road 
Ogunquit,  Maine  03907 
207/64&8654 

Stay  at  Ogunquit’s  newest  guest  house 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm 
and  grace.  Complimentary  continental 
breakfast  in  our  living  room  or  on  the 
veranda.  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a 
minute’s  walk  to  the  town  and  beach'. 


‘WATERSHIP 

INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Vince  Tlitela 


P.O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown.  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


The 

Gabriel  apartments 


104-104A  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-3232 

Laurel  &  Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeepers 


For  Women 


Apartments  &  Guest  Rooms 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


INN  ON  CASTRO 

321  castro  st.  •  san  francisco 
94114  ■  (415)  861  0321 

bed  and  breakfast  guest  house 
reservations  requested 


Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
on  the  classified  page. 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A,  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


ABOVE  TIDE  INN 

Where  you  can  vacation  and  yet 
still  have  the  feeling  of  home. 

20  Beach  Street,  Ogunquit,  Maine  (207)  646-7454 


Plumbing 
&  heating 


Robert 

427-2778  & 
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HAIRCUTS  TO  GIVE  A 
SENSE  OF  WELL-BEING 

CORNER  OF  NEWBl  R.Y  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 

BOSTON.  MA  021 16  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


MRS.  DENNIS 
ESP  READER 

Well  Known  Psychic 
Spiritualist 
reveals  past,  present,  future 
Her  gift  of  prophecy 
will  help  you  where 
all  others  fail. 

For  more  info 

Call  899-7586 

Open  daily  from  9am-8pm 
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TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P  Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Florida 

Continued  from  page  1 
.  .  The  bar  examiners  down  here 

.  .  have  been  on  a  witchhunt 
against  gays.  If  it  comes  to  their 
attention  that  somebody’s  gay, 
they’re  going  to  go  after  that 
person  one  way  or  another.” 

Contacted  by  GCN,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Florida  Board  of 
Bar  Examiners  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  on  allegations  against  the 
Board  of  anti-gay  discrimination. 
The  spokesperson  did  confirm 
that  the  Board  conducts  “ex¬ 
tremely  in-depth  investigations 
into  the  backgrounds”  of  Florida 
Bar  applicants.  Asked  whether 
homosexuality  was  an  issue  in 
these  investigations,  the  spokes¬ 
person  commented  only  that  the 
Board  “uses  a  whole-person  con¬ 
cept,”  making  decisions  about 
applicants  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 

Eimers  himself  was  the  subject 
of  a  similar  ruling  in  1978  and  was 
ordered  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the 
Florida  Supreme  Court.  He  told 
GCN  that  in  the  more  recent  case, 
the  Board  of  Bar  Examiners 
refused  to  be  bound  by  the  1978 
decision,  claiming  that  it  dealt 
only  with  homosexual  orientation, 
rather  than  with  specific  activities. 

Eimers  also  pointed  out  that 
having  to  wait  for  a  court  deci¬ 
sion,  which  can  take  well  over  a 
year,  can  present  economic  diffi¬ 
culties  to  Bar  applicants.  “You 
spend  all  those  years  going  to 
college  and  law  school,  and  just 
have  to  sit  around  and  wait  for  a 
bunch  of  people  to  decide  whether 
you  get  a  license  or  not,  just 
because  they  don’t  like  you 
because  you’re  gay — it  can  be 
pretty  hard,”  he  said. 

—filed  from  Boston 

Chicago 

Continued  from  page  1 
arrests  at  the  Image  Theater, 
patrons  at  several  Chicago  bars 
have  been  arrested  on  charges  of 
loitering,  prostitution,  and  under¬ 
age  drinking  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9, 
No.  2). 

On  July  24,  charges  were  dis¬ 
missed  against  eleven  of  the  twelve 
people  arrested  at  the  New  Flight 
bar.  The  charges  dropped  inclu¬ 
ded  under-age  drinking,  being  an 
inmate  of  a  disorderly  house  and  a 
charge  against  a  bartender  for 
serving  liquor  to  minors.  The 
twelfth  person  in  that  raid  ap¬ 
pear  in  court  August  7  to  an¬ 
swer  a  charge  of  solicitation  for 
prostitution. 

“The  cases  are  being  thrown 
out  pretty  much  as  quickly  as 
they’re  being  brought  before  the 
judge,”  Chicago  attorney  Law¬ 
rence  Rolla  told  GCN.  “It’s  a  very 
common  police  procedure.  If  the 
police  [officer]  doesn’t  think  that 
the  case  is  important  enough  to 
warrant  his  appearance  in  court 
and  eventual  continuances  and 
that  sort  of  thing,  he  could  just 
decide  not  to  show  up.  The  cop 
may  have  felt  that  he  made  an 
error  in  judgment  at  the  arrest,  or 
the  arrest  may  have  been  made  for 
harassment  purposes  or  whatever. 
It’s  up  to  the  discretion  of  the 
individual  police  officer  whether 
to  prosecute  a  case  or  not.” 

Representatives  of  gay  busi¬ 
nesses  and  organizations  met  July 
20  to  discuss  the  arrests.  Partici¬ 
pants  at  that  meeting  passed  a 
resolution  encouraging  owners  of 
gay  businesses  to  schedule  meet¬ 
ings  with  police  representatives. 
According  to  Rolla,  one  such 
meeting  has  already  taken  place 
and  several  more  are  planned. 

—filed  from  Boston 

Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

general  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evenins  hours  available 
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healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Salon  ih ‘  Jon 
HO  Charles  Street 

SoiOtt  de  Jon  lloston  (llearon  Hill) 

(hi  7)  7 20-0212 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of: 

Neck  and  shoulder  pain  Headaches 
Low  back  pain  Bursitis 

Acute  and  chronic  musculoskeletal 
conditions  resulting  from  occupa¬ 
tional  stress  and  nervous  tension 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


WOMCN’S 
COMNIUNITV 
HCflLTH  C€NT€R 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesblon  heolth 

Issues.  Menopouse, 
Herbol  heoling. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows  —  Hvolloble  for 
Groups 

women -worker.  ouuned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss,  five.,  Combrldge  547-2302 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 

M 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 02111 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


h  Bullowa/  SCREEN  PRINTER 


Ral 


John  P,  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square»Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work»reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 

Assertiveness  Training 

Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 

Stress  ot  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 

“A  very  funny  and  touching  play  about 
lesbians  which  should  have  universal  ap¬ 
peal  to  any  audience  who  is  interested  in 
good  theatre." 

A  J.  Esta,  Drama-Logue 

July  22  -  September  7 

MAYFLOWER  ROOM 
PROVINCETOWN  INN 

One  Commercial  Street 

Box  Office  Phone  487-9500 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 

FREE 

2 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 

INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


WE  offers  a  dating  service  for  the  gay 
community.  For  six  months,  WE  will 
guarantee  monthly  computer  selected 
compatible  persons  for  your  $25  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  personality  questionnaire 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 

Box  2660,  Boston,  MA  02208 


Office  hours  24  hour 

by  appointment  emergency  service 


Paul  S.  Krugman  D.D.S. 
General  and  Preventive  Dentistry 
Telephone:  232-1563 


1011  Beacon  St.  Brookline  Mass.  02143 
We  accept  Mastercard  and  Visa 
ample  1  and  2  hr.  metered  parking 
Take  Greenline  C  train  to  St.  Mary's  stop 


iS#s ^ 

Women  owned  &  ouei 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  instolla- 
ion  a  specialty  Moss  Tech  lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVER!  ST.,  BIAC0N  HIU 
Bo  (ton  Tol.  523-2117 


John  G.  Keefe 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

617/367-0730 
50  Staniford  St. 
Suite  800 
Boston,  MA  02114 


Civil  &  criminal 
litigation 
Real  estate 
transaction 
Landlord/ tenant 
rights 

Relationship 
contracts 
Wills  &  trusts 


Always  on  the  Outside  of  Whatever  Side  There  Was 


Alienated  Affections:  Being  Gay  in  America 
St.  Martin's  Press 
New  York,  1980 
$13.95 

Reviewed  by  Martin  Krieger _ 

The  women’s  movement  has  during  its  course  pro¬ 
duced  a  complex  and  subtle,  intelligent  and  rich  litera¬ 
ture  of  essays  and  scholarship.  Women’s  anger  and 
rage,  and  their  desire  to  create  a  world  of  their  own,  has 
given  them  the  energy  and  determination  to  make  that 
world  one  of  the  most  exciting  in  the  realm  of  thinking 
today.  For  a  woman  the  possibility  of  writing  a  first-rate 
book  not  only  is  liberating,  but  it  can  give  her  a  chance 
to  enter  a  pantheon  overpopulated  by  second-rate  men 
and  refurbish  it  in  her  own  style. 

For  better  or  worse  most  gay  men  can  pass,  and  they 
may  achieve  prominence  without  systematically  making 
use  of  their  anger  and  of  the  energies  that  might  be  liber¬ 
ated  were  they  out.  There  is  just  not  that  much  exciting 
gay  thinking  yet,  books  that  are  deep  and  powerful  and 
important,  and  explicitly  gay.  (The  situation  is  some¬ 
what  more  hopeful  for  gay  poetry  and  literature.  In  the 
past  decade  or  so,  four  gay  poets  —  Richard  Howard, 
John  Ashbery,  James  Merrill,  and  James  Schuyler  — 
have  received  the  Pulitzer  Prize.  Schuyler,  who  won  this 
year,  begins  his  new  book.  The  Morning  of  the  Poem, 
with  a  poem  that  is  manifestly  gay.) 

In  Alienated  Affections  Seymour  Kleinberg  writes 
about  all  the  phenomena:  transsexuals,  fist  fucking,  ag¬ 
ing,  gay  prisoners,  masculinity,  gays  in  the  culture, 
friendship,  marriage,  and  women.  He  mixes  reportage, 
interpretation,  self-reflection,  and  writing  whose  pur¬ 
pose  is  the  pleasure  of  lovely  sentences.  It  is  a  serious 
book.  Its  theme  is  Kleinberg’s  self-discovery;  its  preoc¬ 
cupation  is  refinement  and  sensibility.  After  Kleinberg 
escapes  the  closeted  (in  the  conventional  sense),  but  I 
suspect  ultimately  liberating,  Yiddish  life  of  his  family, 
he  is  a  Jew  among  the  barbarians  who  claim  the  culture 
and  its  liberating  power  as  theirs.  He  learns  their  ways 


—  of  left  politics,  of  cultured  refinement,  of  a  proper 
sensibility  for  literature,  of  being  gay  and  fitting  in, 
just.  And  while  he  can  never  become  one  of  them,  he  re¬ 
turns  to  New  York  City  after  graduate  school  in  the 
Midwest  and  finds  a  place  for  himself  teaching  English 
literature  at  Long  Island  University.  What  remains 
unresolved,  even  now  when  he  is  close  to  fifty,  is  how  to 
be  his  own  person. 

Among  the  goyim  he  is  an  outsider,  and  he  stays  an 
outsider.  Mastering  the  modes  of  literary  interpretation, 
those  modes  which  are  deliberately  not  Jewish  (yet  think 
of  Talmud  and  Kabbalah),  not  gay,  not  overtly  politi¬ 
cal,  is  liberating  for  him  —  but  only  so  far,  for  they  do 
not  address  his  deepest  being.  Justification  is  available 
to  Protestants,  redemption  to  Catholics  —  neither  for 
Jews.  So  we  search  for  justification  and  redemption  in 
politics,  literature,  love,  and  psychoanalysis.  Intimacy 
seems  to  be  precluded;  how  can  he  bare  his  heart  to  a 
world  that  reads  only  roman  characters  and  always 
from  left  to  right?  What  is  most  poignant  is  how.  the 
book  ends,  with  Kleinberg  devastated  by  his  years  on 
the  couch,  knowing  he  must  get  up,  will  himself  to  do 
so,  enable  his  capacity  for  feelings  buried  by  refinement 
and  sensibility.  (I  am  reminded  of  Charles  Reich’s  book 
of  ten  years  ago,  and  wonder  how  I  will  make  my  pas¬ 
sage  through  the  midpoint  of  the  journey  of  our  life.) 
He  would  like  to  be  freed  of  desire,  freed  of  the  unfair¬ 
nesses  of  his  struggle  —  to  become  a  gay  and  Jewish 
Epicurus.  Yet  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  lovely  to  be 
blessed  with  a  maturity  that  has  a  sense  of  simple 
purpose  and  meaning,  friends,  a  lover,  perhaps  the  end 
of  romance  and  the  beginning  of  life. 

His  greatest  wonder,  much  beyond  that  for  literature 
or  sexuality,  is  reserved  for  women.  Women  are  the  real 
persons  in  this  book,  the  ones  I  remember,  the  ones 
whose  names  have  actual  lives  attached  to  them.  His  life 
with  women,  as  friends  and  confidants,  and  with  one 
woman  as  a  lover  of  several  years,  is  authentic.  Sex 
spoils  the  relationships  with  men,  or  rather  it  confuses 
them.  And  if  one  is  other,  an  outsider,  what  is  more 
fascinating  for  a  man  than  to  wonder  what  it  feels  like 


to  be  a  woman? 

But  he  is  not  a  woman,  not  Christian,  in  the  end  not 
straight.  The  outside  other  world  remains  impenetrable. 
He  cannot  know,  except  through  literature,  what  it  is 
like  to  be  one  of  them.  And  that  is  not  enough.  But  be¬ 
ing  a  spectator  allows  him  to  take  appearance  seriously, 
to  describe  the  world  as  it  is  present  to  him,  not  from  the 
inside.  So  culture  and  fashion  is  a  matter  of  a  phenom¬ 
enology,  and  so  is  masculinity.  Life  is  performance,  en¬ 
actment,  presentation.  Fist  fuckers  at  home  might  well 
be  the  SS  at  home.  It’s  frightening  and  absorbing.  It 
makes  me  ask  if  our  moral  categories  can  make  their 
presence  felt  in  mere  appearance.  Phenomenology  and 
sensibility  bracket  disgust  for  exquisiteness.  We  have 
“the  most  extreme  form  of  the  socialization  of  nature,” 
as  one  of  my  friends  expressed  it  while  we  were  having  a 
sprightly  brunch  at  Vie  de  France. 

Yet  Kleinberg  is  writing  a  book  steeped  in  moral  senti¬ 
ment  and  judgment.  His  experience  makes  him  wary  of 
“pederasts’  claims  of  nurturing  tender  affection  among 
boy  lovers.”  He  knows  that  the  new  masculinity  is  often 
a  mode  of  oppression,  a  closet  of  style  and  surface.  He 
sees  no  virtue  in  male  degradation  fantasies.  (Whatever 
release  therapy  offers,  psychoanalysis  is  moral  and 
monitory.)  But  he  is  less  sure  how  to  judge  what  seems 
to  transcend  the  moral  and  the  violent,  or  at  least  claims 
to,  our  most  recent  technological  re-inventions  which 
convert  what  we  once  thought  of  as  perversions  into 
commodities  no  different  than  a  Twinkie. 

Some  friends,  women  and  men,  whose  judgment  I 
trust  and  who  have  read  the  book  and  this  review,  have 
urged  me  to  emphasize  how  systematically  feminist  is 
Kleinberg’s  analysis,  especially  in  its  treatment  of  the 
new  masculinism  and  its  description  of  fist  fucking  us¬ 
ing  terms  of  a  female  ritual  of  douching  and 
preparation,  pointing  out  its  non-phallic,  actually  anti- 
phallic,  orientation. 

Refinement  is  a  way  of  distancing  ourselves  from  vio¬ 
lence.  We  throw  blood  at  a  properly  manicured  and 
white-tied  Rockefeller  and  suddenly  that  distance  is 
broached.  There  is  indecorous  truth.  Penetrating  and 


Is  Gay  Good  Enough? 

Seymour  Kleinberg  Interviewed 


By  Rudy  Kikel 

GCN:  How  have  people  reacted  to  your  book? 

SK:  Ironically,  what's  proved  to  be  the  most  controver¬ 
sial  chapter  —  for  women  —  is  the  one  on  gay  men  and 
straight  women.  Feminist  women  and  women  who  are 
not  even  radical  feminists  have  found  that  my  generali¬ 
ties  about  my  relationship  with  Sonia,  about  relation¬ 
ships  between  men  and  women,  are  subject  to  contro¬ 
versy.  The  premise  of  a  kind  of  mutual  damage  done  to 
women  and  men  is  something  they  object  to.  I  think 
Vivian  Gornick  in  the  Village  Voice  articulated  those 
objections  most  strongly  and  most  clearly.  I  happen  to 
rhink,  still,  that  she's  wrong.  I  might  have  overgeneral- 
'ed  about  my  relationship  with  Sonia,  but  I  do  still  feel 
that  relationships  of  gay  men  like  myself  with  women 
i re  the  most  moral,  least  infantile,  and  the  richest  rela¬ 
tionships.  I  don't  think  that  my  relationship  with  Sonia 
was  so  rich  because  we  were  both  damaged,  but  it  was 
the  damage  that  permitted  the  initial  need  —  and,  with¬ 
out  the  sexuality  there,  that  need  grew  into  something 
else.  Maybe  I  didn't  make  that  clear  enough.  It  seemed 
like  I  was  saying  we  were  all  huddling  together  in  the 
eye  of  a  storm  because  the  world  was  too  wretched  a 
place.  I  didn't  mean  that.  She  was  a  very  strong  woman. 
She  made  a  life  outside  the  relationship,  we  were  not 
huddling  in  that  way. 

GCN:  Your  book  does  not  make  a  distinction  I  found 
Ed  White  (in  States  of  Desire)  did  —  between  restricted 
scenes.  What  you  do  speak  of  is  THE  bar  life,  as  if  it's 
not  different  in  different  cities,  for  instance  between 
New  York  and  Boston.  I  don't  recognize  the  humiliation 
you  speak  of.  And  the  dread  of  rejection.  And  I  don't 
think  I'm  alone  in  that.  Or  that  one  has  to  be  a  beauty  to 
have  struggled  free  from  that.  Here  are  two  sentences  of 
yours  I  would  disagree  with:  "In  homosexual  life,  there 
are  few  humiliations  equal  to  the  sexual  rebuff  in  a  scene 
where  one  has  presented  oneself  voluntarily  as  a  sexual 
object.  That  scene  —  enacted  in  every  gay  bar  and  near¬ 
ly  every  bath  —  places  created  to  expedite  sexual  liaison 
and  devoted  in  libertinism  —  that  scene  is  the  experience 
of  nearly  all  gay  man  and  many  women,  and  it  is  an  ex¬ 
perience  they  return  to  again  and  again." 

SK:  All  right,  let  me  take  up  this  point.  You  say  a  lot  of 
people  do  not  go  to  the  bars  for  these  purposes.  Notice  I 
am  not  overgeneralizing.  For  those  who  do  go  and  pre¬ 
sent  themselves  as  sexual  objects,  this  is  an  experience 
that  is  humiliating.  You're  saying  you're  not  tnere  for 
sexual  expedience,  and  therefore  this  is  not  happening. 
GCN:  Everybody  gets  rebuffed  on  the  street.  We  all  live 


with  rebuffs.  And  you  wind  up  seeing  gay  bars  here  as 
some  kind  of  perverse  theatre  where  much  more  humili¬ 
ation  and  rejection  goes  on  than  goes  on  anywhere  and 
this  winds  up  feeding  the  worst  homophobic  attitudes 
that  straight  people  already  have  about  gay  bars  —  that 
they  are  seething  infernos  of  perversity.  And  if  that  is 
what  all  gay  bars  are,  one  can  only  imagine  what 
happens  in  s/m  bars. 

SK:  I  don't  give  a  shit  what  straight  people  think  about 
gay  life. 

GCN:  We  must.  Must  we  not? 

SK:  No,  no,  no.  That's  what  Jews  used  to  worry  about: 
"Don't  do  that,  what  will  the  gentiles  say?" 

GCN:  I'm  not  only  worried  about  straight  people.  I'm 
worried  about  gay  people  taking  on  themselves  more 
guilt  than  they  already  have. 

SK:  Don't  skip  the  point.  Boswell  in  his  preface  [to 
Christianity,  Social  Tolerance,  and  Homosexuality]  has 
a  wonderful  little  quote:  We  will  explain  how  irrational 
their  fears  are,  we  will  show  them  how  unfounded  they 
are,  we  will  do  this  and  we  will  do  that,  and  they  will 
still  come  up  despising  us.  Nothing  we  can  do  except 
disappear  will  cope  with  homophobia.  The  only  thing 
that  will  finally  make  straight  people  less  homophobic  is 
for  us  to  go  back  into  the  closet.  What  they  despise  is 
our  visibility,  not  what  we're  doing  when  we're  visible. 
Because  it  doesn't  matter.  .  .  .  This  book  is  not  ad¬ 
dressed  to  heterosexuals.  This  book  is  addressed  to  gay 
men  and  women,  particularly  gay  men,  men  like  my¬ 
self.  I'm  not  surprised  that  younger  men,  who  came  to 
consciousness  after  liberation,  find  things  that  are  very 
arcane  or  belonging  to  history  rather  than  biography  in 
my  book,  that  this  is  not  part  of  their  lives,  but  part  of 
gay  history. 

GCN:  Do  you  think  the  book  depicts  a  life  lived  twenty 
years  ago,  rather  than  now? 

SK:  I  think  it  depicts  a  life  lived  now  out  of  twenty 
years'  experience. 

GCN:  Is  that  tantamount  to  denying  that  an  essential 
change  has  taken  place? 

SK:  No,  you  have  to  have  these  young  men  who  came 
out  in  1970.  They  have  to  write  about  their  own  experi¬ 
ence.  And  I'll  find  out  what  it  means  to  be  gay  after  lib¬ 
eration  from  them.  They  have  to  speak  for  themselves. 

Look,  in  one  of  the  articles  on  Couples,  one  of  the 
things  that  struck  me  is  that  both  of  these  men  discov¬ 
ered  that  they  were  homosexual,  that  is,  that  they  had 
sexual  feelings  about  men,  and  then  they  discovered  a 


gay  life  out  of  that  after  liberation.  They  found  each 
other  at  the  Gay  Students'  Union  at  Cornell.  What  must 
that  mean ?  Rather  than  discovering  some  man  who 
thinks  he's  heterosexual  at  the  urinal  in  an  IRTl  This 
must  make  an  extraordinary  difference.  There  are  no 
doubt  damages  before  that  that  may  be  very  similar  — 
the  family.  .  .  .  That's  something  else. 

Cay  does  not  talk  about  how  you  feel  when  you're 
jerking  off;  it  is  not  particularly  a  description  of  sexual 
feeling  —  what  it  is  for  me  is  an  image  of  sensibility.  In 
other  words,  when  you  talk  about  yourself  as  gay,  it  is 
quite  different  from  talking  about  yourself  as  homosex¬ 
ual.  Homosexual  describes  acts;  gay  describes  a  view  of 
the  world.  I'd  like  to  hear  them  articulate  what  it  has 
meant  to  be  gay  past  liberation  without  the  contrast  of 
the  old  life  and  the  new.  It's  only  ten  years.  .  .  . 

We  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  lower-class  Irish  and 
Italians,  the  Blacks  who  are  moving  up.  When  you  meet 
these  young  men,  and  you  meet  working  class  young 
men  in  the  bars  in  New  York,  they're  Hispanics  who  are 
just  discovering  it,  who  are  not  pretending  that  they're 
really  butch  trade,  who  are  just  beginning  to  explore 
themselves  as  homosexual  men.  I  think  eventually  this 
book  will  parallel  experiences  of  theirs,  the  experience 
that  gay  life  has  been  a  class-ridden  life,  much  more  so 
than  the  story  of  other  minorities.  .  .  . 

GCN:  Many  people  have  defended  gay  life  in  the  past 
because  it  allowed  for  more  fluidity  between  the  classes 
than  did  straight  life.  You  speak  about  the  rigidity  and 
exclusivity  of  homosexual  life  for  certain  men,  but  the 
opposite  is  maybe  even  more  true! 

SK:  I  think  that  we're  agreeing.  It  was  to  the  ballet  that 
older  gay  men  took  younger  gay  men  in  order  to  incul¬ 
cate  them  into  a  culture  that  they  claimed  was  theirs. 
You  gave  Whitman's  poems  as  a  way  of  introducing  a 
younger  man  to  literature. 

GCN:  Isn't  one  problem  that  you  wind  up  blaming  gays 
for  the  kind  of  gay  sensibility  that  revolves  around  fash¬ 
ion  and  movies,  and  to  do  so  you've  had  to  narrow  your 
focus  of  the  kinds  of  things  that  gays  are  interested  in? 
There  are  many  gays  who  have  never  been  interested  in 
fashion  and  movies. 

SK:  Those  were  examples. 

GCN:  So  for  instance  the  chapter  is  called  "Finer  Clay." 
I  can't  quite  imagine  Whitman  being  a  member  of  the 
finer  clay.  If  he  had  had  a  choice  of  terms,  I  think  he 
would  have  thought  himself  an  example  of  the  rougher 
clay. 

SK:  No,  that's  not  true.  I  didn't  talk  about  the  whole 
tradition  of  poetry,  I  didn't  go  into  theatre,  I  didn't  go 
into  opera.  I  went  into  the  things  that  I  knew  well,  for 
examples  of  how  the  sensibility  operates. 

GCN:  But  you're  talking  about  THE  sensibility.  It  does¬ 
n't  have  the  feeling  that  this  is  an  aspect  of  the  sensibil¬ 
ity.  You  mention  at  one  point  Michelangelo,  Shake¬ 
speare,  and  Plato,  and  then  you  say  that  they  don't  have 
a  gay  sensibility.  If  gay  sensibility  is  to  mean  anything, 
must  it  not  be  drawn  from  the  sensibility  that  gay  men 
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slicing  through  Kleinberg’s  distance  are  the  violences  of 
sado-masochism  and  rape,  the  victimage  implied  by  pas¬ 
sivity.  The  stabilities  and  assurances  of  culture  and  the 
humanities,  whatever  they  are,  seem  not  so  sure  when 
confronted  with  the  facts  of  life.  And  if  those  facts 
include  violence  and  repression,  as  they  surely  do,  the 
sensibilities  and  assurances  will  no  longer  be  so  refined. 

Seymour  Kleinberg  has  taken  on  the  tough  problems 
from  the  most  vulnerable  of  positions.  Trained  in  the 
most  powerful  yet  culture  bound  of  studies,  he  wants  to 
understand  nothing  less  than  the  culture  itself  and  how 
it  works.  As  a  gay  man  his  mysteries  and  problems  are 
just  the  ones  avoided  by  most  other  men.  He  wants  to 
know  about  the  substantive  nature  of  the  facts  of  life, 
the  structure  of  culture  and  friendship.  He  writes  well,  if 
sometimes  a  bit  technically  when  he  is  onto  a  psychoan¬ 
alytical^  derived  theory,  but  better  difficult  thinking 
than  none  at  all.  There  are  wonderful  chapters  on  com¬ 
ing  out,  on  women,  and  on  fashion  and  dance.  (About 
forty  percent  of  the  material  has  already  appeared  in 
Christopher  Street.)  Being  gay  in  America  actually 
means  something  for  him.  He  is  trying  to  show  how  be¬ 
ing  gay  affects  the  facts  of  life. 

The  book’s  limitations  are  just  the  ones  that  Klein- . 
berg  identifies  as  his  own.  The  theorizing  often  lacks 
punch  and  tightness,  and  that  is  because  Kleinberg  is 
unresolved  about  how  to  think  about  the  facts,  unsure 
which  are  the  relevant  facts,  unsure  that  thinking  itself . 
will  be  liberating  for  him.  The  psychoanalytic  categories 
are  intrinsically  problematic  for  him,  dangerous  and 
polluted  instruments  when  used  to  analyze  the  world. 
Arid  his  political  categories  are  too  distressed,  as  he  is, 
for  him  to  see  his  way  as  clearly  as  he  would  like  to. 

But  when  he  writes  close  to  home,  when  he  talks 
about  his  relationships  with  women  or  about  himself,  he 
is  very  fine  indeed.  That’s  the  reason  to  read  the  book. 
Gay  men  are  so  much  men,  it  is  women  who  must  be  our 
fascination.  But  even  if  women  are  the  crucial  figures 
for  gay  men’s  liberation,  we’ll  have  to  do  it  ourselves.  . 


’<  coming  before  us  have  had  in  common? 

1  SK:  But  they  weren't  gay  men.  They  were  homosexuals. 
1  The  central  characteristic  of  gay  sensibility  is  its  sense  of 
irony.  And  neither  Shakespeare,  nor  Whitman,  nor 
Plato  are  particularly  great  ironists.  It  is  not  an  ironic 
vision  that  they  have.  It  is  a  passionate  vision  of  other 
things.  Shakespeare  and  Whitman  and  Plato  may  have 
1  been  homosexual,  they  may  have  preferred  men,  but 
they're  also  too  individual  to  be  the  basis  of  a  tradition, 
their  genius  is  too  special. 

GCN:  There  may  be  certain  things  that  have  been 
shared  by  homosexuals  at  ^11  times.  The  relationships  of 
1  gays  to  straights  as  a  marginal  group  that  has  the  poten¬ 
tial  to  "pass"  may  have  created  some  characteristics  that 
l  can  be  detected  in  literature.  I  wouldn't  object  to  the 
things  you  find  if  I  didn't  find  you  criticizing  them  after 
you  find  them. 

SK:  You  object  to  what  I  do  that  criticizes  gay  men  as  if 
I'm  not  allowed  to  criticize  them.  I'm  the  one  who 
should  criticize  them.  Exactly. 

GCN:  Why? 

SK:  Because  they're  my  men,  because  these  are  my  peo¬ 
ple.  Because  I  belong.  I  am  offering  criticism  from  the 
inside,  that's  why. 

GCN:  But  the  criticism  from  the  inside  is  precisely  the 
criticism  from  the  outside.  And  in  fact  it  may  be  fueled 
by  the  outside. 

SK:  It's  too  late  for  patting  each  other  on  the  back. 
We've  had  ten  years  of  that.  It's  too  late  for  saying, 
"This  is  not  the  time  to  talk  about  it." 

GCN:  I  think  we're  all  in  danger  of  thinking  badly 
about  ourselves. 

SK:  I  think  we're  all  in  danger  of  not  thinking  enough 
about  ourselves. 

GCN:  One  of  the  insights  that  much  gay  literature 
reflects  is  that  we  have  to  stop  attacking  the  minority 
group  members  among  ourselves,  which  feeds  into 
straight  attempts  to  divide  us. 

SK:  That  is  a  very  soft-headed,  liberal-Left  approach. 
Now  I  do  talk  with  I  think  a  great  deal  of  sympathy 
about  transvestites,  street  drag  queens.  .  .  . 

GCN:  The  main  thing  I  worry  about  in  Aliented  Af¬ 
fections  is  whether  the  language  doesn't  belong  to  the 
oppressor.  The  oppressor  here,  the  highest  arbiter  I  find 
emerging  from  the  book,  is  Freud  and  the  language  of 
therapy.  The  language  you  use  on  yourself  is  the  same 
language  you  then  turn  on  gay  life.  The  words  are  com¬ 
pulsive,  obsessive,  self-destructive,  perverse,  infantile, 
all  those  words  that  have  always  been  used.  How  do  we 
analyze  gay  life  using  those  words?  Isn't  it  like  appealing 
for  understanding  to  a  court  that  will  never  accept  us? 
SK:  No,  you  are  still  concerned  excessively  and  con¬ 
stantly  with  what  straight  society  is  thinking.  These 
words  are  good  words.  I  want  them,  I  will  use  them,  I 
will  not  allow  their  definitions  to  constrict  my  use  of 
that  language.  I  don't  mind  being  perverse.  There's  no¬ 
thing  wrong  with  being  perverse,  because  the  alterna- 
1  f  tive  is  "normal."  "Normal"  in  Western  Society  is  filled 


" The  last  thing  I  expect  is  a  homogeneous.view  of 
homosexual  life.” 


with  deracination,  normal  life  is  failing  in  the  last  dec¬ 
ades  of  the  twentieth  century.  Normality  is  failing.  Per¬ 
versity,  as  Freud  explained  it,  was  a  resolution  of  con¬ 
flict  into  a  way  of  life  that  was  deviant,  that  was  not 
mainstream.  I  don't  mind  that  at  all.  Now  just  because 
middle-class  bourgeois  minds  say  it's  perverse  is  no  rea¬ 
son  I  can't  use  the  word.  They're  the  ones  who  are  ig¬ 
norant  and  uninformed  about  what  it  means.  They're 
going  to  say,  he  calls  the  life  perverse.  I  don't  care  what 
they're  going  to  say. 

GCN:  But  you  use  it  as  a  weapon.  .  .  . 

SK:  Oh,  so  you  think  I've  been  brainwashed  by  psycho¬ 
analysis. 

GCN:  Well,  yes.  (Laughter.)  .  .  .  It's  very  possible  that 
when  we  espouse  the  language  that  others  use  about  us, 
we  might  be  taking  from  them  the  disgust,  which  we  in¬ 
ternalize. 

SK:  What  does  it  mean  to  be  oppressed?!  If  you're  talk¬ 
ing  about  someone  who's  managed  to  become  gay,  an 
adult,  and  has  no  oppression,  no  damage,  from  growing 
up  in  this  society,  you're  talking  about  a  tiny  tiny  mi¬ 
nority,  no  one  I've  ever  met.  We  have  been  oppressed  as 
men,  this  has  been  part  of  our  experience,  to  be  op¬ 
pressed  means  to  be  in  some  way  scarred  and  damaged. 
What  we're  here  to  do  is  somehow  find  out  what  the 
damage  is,  to  see  that  can  be  undone,  and  to  learn  how 
to  live  with  what  can't  be  undone.  Now  when  I'm  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  difference  between  young  men  and  men 
my  own  age,  I  think  that  twenty-five  year  old  men  to¬ 
day  have  probably  a  chance  of  being  less  damaged,  that 
the  scars  are  not  so  deep  inside,  that  there's  a  different 


kind  of  potential.  I  don't  know  whether  they're  going  to 
be  murdered  in  the  street.  In  my  day,  maniacs  didn't  run 
around  with  machine  guns  outside  the  gay  bars.  They 
didn't  know  where  the  gay  bars  were!  In  the  long  run,  I 
would  prefer  this  new  risk. 

Inside  there  were  other  kinds  of  lacerations,  which  af¬ 
ter  all  leave  a  legacy  of  scar  tissue.  That  doesn't  mean 
you're  dead,  it  doesn't  mean  you  necessarily  run  around 
crippled.  You  learn  to  live  with  certain  kinds  of  limita¬ 
tions.  That's  true  of  life  by  the  time  you're  in  your  for¬ 
ties  in  any  case,  no  matter  what  you  are:  gay,  straight, 
anything.  The  toll  is  in.  There's  been  wear  and  tear. 
GCN:  "What  is  bad"  about  gay  life,  you  say,  "is  the 
failure  to  make  of  the  good  something  lasting."  Don't 
individual  homosexuals  find  something  lasting? 

SK:  That's  a  misreading.  The  whole  point  of  that 
chapter  is  that  gay  men  have  not  provided  an  abiding 
community  for  each  other,  the  way  other  minorities 
have.  If  I  criticize  gay  men  it's  not  because  I  hate  them, 
it's  because  I  want  them  to  be  better,  and  I  want  them  to 
be  better  because  I  have  to  live  with  them  and  I  have  to 
love  them.  I  think  that  unfortunately  men  like  myself 
found  as  much  oppression  from  their  brothers  as  they 
did  from  straight  society.  I  think  that's  because  homo¬ 
sexual  men  internalized  so  much  self-dislike  that  they 
took  it  out  on  each  other.  Gay  liberation  did  so  much  to 
undo  that.  And  I  think  that  the  new  androgynous  style 
that  was  borrowed  from  the  radical  left  was  all  to  the 
good.  I'm  sorry  to  see  it  didn't  last  longer.  For  me  what 
was  sad  about  it  was  a  turning  away  from  real  innova- 

Continued  on  Page  12 
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Donna  McBride  (I)  and  Barbara  Grier  (r). 

The  Women  of  Naiad  Press 


By  Maida  Tilchen 
At  the  National  Women’s 
Studies  Association  conference 
this  June  in  Connecticut,  I  caught 
up  with  Barbara  Grier  and  Donna 
J.  McBride,  the  current  powers 
behind  Naiad  Press,  publishers  of 
twenty  lesbian  books. 

Using  the  pseudonym  “Gene 
Damon,”  Barbara  did  much  of 
the  work  that  helped  to  create 
contemporary  lesbian  liberation 
and  culture.  For  several  years  she 
helped  produce  “The  Ladder,” 
long  the  only  lesbian  publication 


in  the  U.S.  She  also  compiled  the 
definitive  bibliography  of  lesbian 
fiction,  The  Lesbian  in  Literature. 
Donna  is  a  professional  librarian 
and  has  done  photography  for 
some  of  Naiad’s  books.  Some  of 
her  photos  of  lesbian  authors  will 
be  included  in  the  third  edition  of 
The  Lesbian  in  Literature,  to  be 
released  this  September  by  Naiad. 

Since  1973,  Barbara  and  Donna 
have  been  running  Naiad  Press, 
with  the  aid  of  other  women.  They 
recently  moved  their  entire  opera¬ 
tion  from  Missouri  to  Tallahassee, 


Florida,  “so  that  our  entire  Naiad 
family  can  be  together.”  Naiad 
has  been  publishing  romantic 
lesbian  novels,  such  as  those  by 
Sarah  Aldridge,  in  addition  to 
historically  important  works  such 
as  the  English  translation  of  poetry 
by  Renee  Vivien,  and  Lesbian/ 
Feminism  in  Turn  of  the  Century 
Germany,  by  Faderman  and 
Eriksson.  Naiad’s  latest  books 
include  J.  R.  Roberts’  long-await¬ 
ed  bibliography  of  black  lesbian 
writing,  titled  Black  Lesbians,  and 
the  controversial  sex  manual  Sap- 


phistry  by  Pat  Califia. 

Donna  and  Barbara  are  particu¬ 
larly  proud  that  Naiad  Press  is 
currently  using  women’s  partici¬ 
pation  at  every  level  possible  in 
the  production  of  books.  Type¬ 
setting  is  being  done  by  the 
women  of  Duck  Type,  which  is 
part  of  the  Inciter  typesetting  col¬ 
lective.  The  typesetters  include 
Catherine  and  Harriet,  former 
owners  of  “Sinister  Wisdom,”  a 
lesbian  literary  journal.  Printing  is 
done  by  the  Iowa  City  Women’s 
Press,  and  binding  by  the  women 
at  Find  Bind.  By  this  policy, 
Naiad  is  providing  living  wages  to 
13  women.  Says  Barbara,  “We 
want  to  give  business  experience 
to  lesbians  so  that  they  can  grow 
and  surpass  male  businesses.” 

Naiad  is  also  committed  to  the 
creative  workers  who  do  their 
books.  Authors,  illustrators,  and 
G  photographers  are  all  paid  fees. 
5  Naiad  has  made  a  conscious  de¬ 
cision  to  release  eight  books  this 
year.  From  some  they  expect  good 
sales,  but  on  others  they  will  be 
taking  a  financial  risk.  But  Naiad 
is  very  committed  to  getting  the 
work  of  lesbians  into  print  and 
keeping  it  there,  regardless  of  the 
rate  of  sales.  “Every  week  a  new 
woman  wanders  into  a  bookstore, 
loking  for  lesbian  feminist  ma¬ 
terial.  It  is  important  that  all  of 
the  books  be  there  all  of  the  time. 
If  you  value  something  enough  to 
publish  it  in  the  first  place,  you 
keep  it  in  print,”  says  Barbara. 

Naiad’s  new  title,  Sapphistry  by 
Pat  Califia,  is  a  lesbian  sex 
manual  that  has  proved  to  be  con¬ 
troversial.  In  addition  to  the  more 
“standard”  lesbian  practices, 
s/m,  group  sex,  and  sex  with  ani- 


Film - - 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Independents 


Films  and  Art  from  the  Cauldron  Experimental  Theatre  Series 


The  Cauldron  Experimental  The¬ 
atre  is  a  cultural-political  space  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  They  are 
always  open  to  your  ideas  and 
feedback.  If  you  want  to  join  them 
in  their  work  call  Marty  at 
876-8819  or  Clover  at  427-2487. 

By  Jennifer  Hagar 

“Lesbian  Sensibility  in  the 
Arts”  featured  films  by  the  Ten 
Dollar  Movie  Co. ,  mixed  media  on 
paper  by  Colleen  Sterling 
(Her Art),  drawings  by  Jil  Clark, 
photographs  by  Sue  Dorfman, 
and  fabricwork  by  Annie 
O’Connell.  This  exciting  collection 
of  lesbian  art  begins  to  explore  our 
relationships  in  their  vulnerability, 
awkwardness  and  uniqueness.  The 
pieces  go  beyond  explaining  why 
we  are  here,  creating  a  visibility 
through  increasingly  subtle  and 
vibrant  statements,  expressions, 
and  slices  of  our  lives. 

“Lesbian  sensibility”  in  this 
show  meant  not  only  images  relat¬ 
ing  to  lesbians,  but  an  attention  to 
the  relationship  of  the  images  to 
each  other.  One  thread  connecting 
the  works  was  a  concern  with  com¬ 
munication:  levels  of  communica¬ 
tion,  lapses  in  commnication,  and 
movement  between  different 
forms  of  communication. 

In  Colleen  Sterling’s  “Weakened 
Heart,”  a  woman’s  hand  rests  on  a 
letter  to  a  (former?)  lover/friend. 
The  letter  relates  a 
disappointment,  a  failing  of  com¬ 
munication.  The  flesh  on  the 
woman’s  arm  strips  to  bone  at  the 
edge  of  the  letter.  Three  small 
photos  of  astronauts  and  outer 
space  towards  the  bottom  of  the 
frame  emphasize  the  sense  of  dis¬ 
tance. 

In  Barbara  Hadden’s  film, 
“Manic:  Alcove  Story,”  a  woman 
reads  a  letter  in  a  sunny  courtyard. 
A  voice  describes  confinement  in 
an  institution  as  the  camera  pans 
to  different  views  of  the  seated 
woman.  The  voice  of  the  letter 
leaps  to  an  expression  of  love  as 
the  seated  woman  slowly  twists 
and  folds  the  letter. 

The  lapses  in  time  and  space  in 


these  pieces  convey  the  complica¬ 
tions  of  relationships  between 
women,  the  frontiers  we  must  tra¬ 
verse,  the  shiftings  and  distances. 

There  was  a  distinct  sensuality  in 
many  of  the  images  of  women  kept 
whole  in  their  own  spaces  rather 
than  displayed  or  exposed.  The 
photographs  of  Sue  Dorfman  and 
the  drawings  of  Jil  Clark  show 
women  as  .seen  through  women’s 
eyes. 

But  there  are  reminders  of  our 
precarious  positions  and  vulnera¬ 
bilities.  In  Jane  Picard’s  film 
'  “Passage,’  two  women  balance  on 
the  edge  of  a  cliff  talking  and 
arguing.  In  Colleen  Sterling’s 
mixed  media  on  paper  works,  the 
flesh  strips  away  to  reveal  muscles 
and  bones.  Annie  O’Connell 
reminds  us  that  a  “closet  (Kloz’it) 
[is]  1.  a  small  room  for  storing 
clothes,  linen,  china,  and  bedding 
2.  a  prison.”  Her  richly  colored' 
satin  closets  open  to  reveal  a 
xeroxed  image  on  fabric  of  a  tri¬ 
umphant  dyke  with  raised  hands 
and  a  joyful  expression. 

The  films  were  especially  excit¬ 
ing  because  films  made  in  a  lesbian 
language  are  so  hard  to  come  by.  I 
realized  again  how  pervasive  the 
male  voice  and  heterosexual  prem¬ 
ises  are  in  virtually  all  commercial 
movies  (even  “women’s  films” 
like  “My  Brilliant  Career”  and 
“An  Unmarried  Woman.”)  The 
Ten  Dollar  Movies  contain  lesbian 
symbols  (like  labyrises)  and  are 
shot  with  an  unstrained  under¬ 
standing  of  the  way  women  move 
and  of  what  is  important  to  us. 
These  are  intimate  films,  you  will 
recognize  yourself  in  a  way  you 
never  can  at  the  “movies.”  “We 
love  to  see  ourselves .  .  .  .  We 
haven’t  seen  ourselves,”  say  the 
women  of  Ten  Dollar  Movies. 

Ten  Dollar  Movie  Company  is 
three  women  (Jane  Picard,  Doreen 
Disanza,  and  Barbara  Hadden) 
who  make  low  budget  films  with  a 
Super  8  using  their  friends  and  the 
environments  around  them.  They 
screened  nine  films  and  film  frag¬ 
ments  that  ranged  from  the  ama¬ 


teurish  “home  movies”  made 
when  the  women  first  picked  up 
cameras  and  started  shooting,  to 
more  developed  slices  of  lesbian 
life  treated  as  ritual  or  impression¬ 
istic  dream-stories  on  such  themes 
as  living  together  in  a  relationship 
and  coming  out. 

“Strega”  is  a  coming  out  ritual. 
The  central  character,  Strega 
(Italian  for  witch)  sits  at  a  kitchen 
table.  She  is  handed  one  by  one 
from  the  hand  of  a  woman  we 
never  see:  a  pair  of  antlers  (sym¬ 
bolic  of  periodic  shedding  and  re¬ 
birth),  an  apple,  a  labyris.  When 
next  we  see  Strega  (Doreen 
Disanza),  she  is  following  a  line  of 
shopping-bag  lady  troubadours  as 
they  wind  in  a  spiral  down  a  road. 
Strega  looks  wistfully  from  behind 
Continued  on  page  13 


The  Adventures  of  Jimmy 
Erogeny 

Films  by  James  Broughton 

Together 
Windowmoblle 
Song  of  the  Godbody 

Films  by  James  Broughton 
and  Joel  Singer 

By  Larry  Goldsmith 
These  five  short  films  by  San 
Francisco  artist  James  Broughton, 
reveal  to  the  viewer  the  artistic 
changes  undergone  by  Broughton 
during  his  15-year  abstinence 
from  filmmaking.  Between  The 
Adventures  of  Jimmy  (1950)  and 
the  four  films  made  in  1976  and 
1977,  Broughton’s  cinematic 
vision  seems  to  have  progressed 
not  only  to  the  more  abstract  but 
also  to  the  more  immediately  sen¬ 


mals  are  discussed.  I  asked  Grier  if 
Naiad  has  been  receiving  a  lot  of 
flack  about  the  book.  She  told 
me,  “We  haven’t  had  any  nasty 
letters.  We  did  get  one  very  posi¬ 
tive  letter  saying  to  ignore  the  bad 
reviews.  We  received  about  50 
letters  from  women  saying  that 
the  book  had ‘affirmed  them.’” 
Barbara  also  told  me  that  of  the 
600  bookstores  that  regularly 
stock  Naiad  books,  only  two  had 
refused  to  carry  the  title,  and  one 
was  keeping  it  under  the  counter, 
at  the  request  of  local  lesbians 
who  wanted  the  book  made  avail¬ 
able,  if  only  in  this  limited  way. 

Barbara  and  Donna  told  me 
that  as  members  of  a  long-term 
monogamous  couple,  they  prob¬ 
ably  would  have  skipped  reading 
the  more  unusual  content  in  Sap¬ 
phistry.  However,  they  said,  “We 
at  Naiad  all  liked  the  book  very 
much,  and  our  opinion  is  that 
flack  is  directed  at  Pat  Califia  as 
an  individual  because  of  her  other 
writings.”  (Califia  has  been  writ¬ 
ing  on  s/m  for  “The  Advocate.”) 

Two  of  Naiad’s  other  new 
books  are  significant  publishing 
events.  J  R  Roberts’  bibliography 
Black  Lesbians  has  been  in  the 
making  for  several  years.  As  bar- 
bara  Smith  has  said  of  the  book, 
“It  will  be  a  great  deal  harder  now 
for  anybody  —  black  or  white, 
male  or  female,  homophobic  or 
racist  —  to  claim  that  there  are  no 
black  lesbians  and  other  lesbians 
of  color.” 

Naiad  has  also  just  released  a 
collection  of  stories  and  essays  by 
Jane  Rule,  entitled  Out  lander. 
The  first  printing  sold  out  imme¬ 
diately,  says  Barbara,  who  con- 
Continued  on  page  12 


suous,  embodying  images  and  ex¬ 
pressions  more  lyric  than 
dramatic. 

Jimmy  stands  alone  in  this  se¬ 
lection  as  a  narrative  film,  mock¬ 
ing  in  absurdist- seriousness  the 
heroic  tale,  as  a  young  and  restless 
country  boy  embarks  upon  a  jour¬ 
ney  into  the  world- San  Francisco 
is  Jimmy’s  destination  and  True 
Love  his  quest.  Humor  and  a 
naive  delight  in  the  ways  of  the 
world  characterize  the  hero’s 
journey,  but  the  filmmaker  smiles 
widest  in  the  abruptly  manufac¬ 
tured  ending,  where  Jimmy  carries 
his  captured  bride  out  of  the  city 
and  back  to  the  happily  benign 
countryside. 

Erogeny  (1976)  leaves  the  narra¬ 
tive  form  for  the  free-flowing  and 
meditative  lyricism  that  charac¬ 
terizes  Broughton’s  later  writings 
and  films.  Poetic  both  in  word 
and  image,  Erogeny  abstracts  the 
nude  bodies  of  Robert  Gaylor  and 
Lela  Smith  into  a  series  of  discrete 
and  deliberate  erotic  images.  The 
camera  regards  these  images  from 
an  unaccustomed  perspective  —  a 
scrutiny  often  so  close  as  to  be  un¬ 
recognizable.  The  lulling  rhythm 
of  the  film  —  rather  like  a  slide 
show,  with  limited  movement  in 
the  course  of  each  slide  —  lends 
the  piece  a  sense  of  subtlety  and 
artistic  restraint. 

Song  of  the  Godbody  (1977), 
made  with  Joel  Singer,  resembles 
Erogeny  in  theme  —  in  this  case, 
tin  exploration  of  one  man’s  body. 
But  where  the  two  subjects  in 
Erogeny  interact  with  one  an¬ 
other,  the  single  man  in  Godbody 
interacts  more  directly  with  the 
viewer,  a  difference  reflected  in 
the  voiced-over  words  of  the  poet 
as  well. 

Together,  also  made  with  Joel 
Singer,  is  an  exercise  in  resolution. 
A  double  image  of  Broughton’s 
face  shakes  and  shivers  and  strains 
to  become  one;  the  words  of  the 
poet  encourage  and  question  until 
the  faces,  smiling  at  last,  fuse  to¬ 
gether. 


Continued  on  Page  13 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn - 

Still  Coming  Out,  After  All  These  Years 


By  Nancy  Walker 

My  sother  (significant  other) 
and  I  have  been  together  almost 
nineteen  years.  Exactly  half  of  the 
usual  weddings  vows  taken  tradi¬ 
tionally  by  non-lavender  couples 
—  for  better  for  worse,  for  richer 
for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  —  have  been  characteristic 
of  our  relationship.  I’ll  let  you 
guess  which  of  the  possibilities  per¬ 
tain. 

One  of  our  longest-standing 
“discussions”  has  revolved  around 
telling  her  family  (her  father  died 
several  years,  so  now  it’s  just  her 
mother)  about  the  true  nature  of 
our  “friendship.”  The  dialogue 
goes  like  this:  Unicorn:  Tell  them, 
I  can’t  stand  it  any  more.  I  keep 
feeling  that  they  think  I’m  your 
Cocker  Spaniel.  “Love  me,  love 
my  .  .  .”  What  the  hell  am  I 
supposed  to  be,  after  all? 
Sother:  (turning  blue)  1  don’t  want 
to  tell  them.  Things  are  all  right 
the  way  they  are.  They  know  I  love 
you. 

U:  Sure  they  do.  I  have  no  status  in 
their  house.  I  am  an  accompani¬ 
ment,  like  mashed  potatoes  next  to 
the  steak.  You  are  their  daughter, 
the  apple  of  their  eye.  /  am  just  a 
nuisance  they  somehow  sense  they 
must  put  up  with  in  order  to  have 
you  around.  They  don’t  realize 
that  I  am  their  child-in-law  or  that 
you  are  my  life  partner  more  than 
you  are  their  daughter. 

S:  We’ve  been  through  this  a  mil¬ 
lion  times.  I  love  you  more  than 
anything  else  in  the  world,  but  I 
love  them  too  and  I  don’t  want  to 
hurt  them.  If  you  insist,  I  will  tell 
them,  but  you  will  have  to  live  with 
the  emotional  consequences  after¬ 
wards. 

At  that  point  a  deathly  silence 
hung  over  everything,  and  we 


stood  and  stared  at  each  other,  not 
in  anger,  but  in  a  kind  of  mutual 
helplessness.  The  suggestion  to  tell 
her  parents  was  invariably  tabled. 

I  can’t  tell  you  how  many  times 
over  the  years  that  scene  or  one 
very  like  it  was  enacted.  It  took  on 
the  proportions  and  significance 
of  ritual  in  our  lives,  particularly 
because  the  dispute  would  arise 
almost  inevitably  in  connection 
with  special  occasions  like  Christ¬ 
mas  or  Easter  or  my  sother’s  birth¬ 
day,  times  when  she  would  want  to 
be  in  the  bosom  of  her  family.  I 
was  always  distressed  by  the  neces- 
ity  of  pretense  and  habits  and  atti¬ 
tudes  exhibited  by  her  family, 
though  I  have  always  like  them 
and  admired  them  which  is  a  great 
deal  more  than  I  can  honestly  say 
about  my  own  family. 

There  were  many  reasons  why 
my  sother  didn’t  want  to  tell  her 
family  the  unvarnished  facts  about 
our  shared  life,  chief  among  them 
being  her  love  for  her  parents 
mixed  with  the  knowledge  that 
they  were  exceedingly  devout, 
practicing  Christians.  Both  of  her 
parents  taught  Sunday  School 
(which  my  sother  also  did  when 
she  was  an  adolescent,  from  the 
age  of  fifteen  until  I  met  her  and 
changed  all  that)  and  could  there¬ 
fore  be  expected  to  harbor  all  the 
anti-gay  prejudices  engendered  by 
the  Bible.  My  sother  did  not  want 
to  arouse  the  disapproval  of  her 
father,  a  somewhat  rigid  “man  of 
principle,”  not  out  of  fear- out  of 
tremendous  affection  and  regard. 

When  he  became  ill  over  three 
years  ago,  it  seemed,  even  to  me, 
unfair  to  push  my  sother  into  play¬ 
ing  “true  confessions”  with  a  fam¬ 
ily  already  overburdened  with 
grief,  so  I  held  my  peace.  But  she 
did  promise  that  when  her  father 


was  no  longer  a  factor,  she  would 
tell  her  mother. 

You  can  imagine  how  that 
worked.  How  could  she  tell  her 
mother,  when  her  mother  had  just 
lost  her  father?  1  was  once  again 
cast  in  the  role  of  the  “heavy,”  so  I 
tried  to  control  the  expression  of 
my  own  dearest  wishes.  Mean¬ 
while  the  interactions  between  her 
family  and  me  grew  more  and 
more  strained.  I  kept  telling  her 
that  all  the  tension  would  be 
resolved  if  the  truth  were  finally 
told.  She  kept  refusing  to  take  the 
chance. 

Her  mother  is  neither  young, 
nor  physically  well,  and  my  sother 
does  not  want  to  risk  precipitating 
a  fatal  heart  attack.  I  do  not  wish 
to  bear  the  guilt  for  such  a  bizarre 
occurence.  My  life  is  tough  enough 
without  my  being  converted  into 
the  super-subtle  murderer  of  my 
sother’s  mother.  The  absurdity  of 
the  situation  frequently  struck  me. 
At  my  age,  I  should  not  have  to 
suffer  the  idignity  of  living  any 
kind  of  lie.  I  thoroughly  believe  in 
the  rightness  of  my  life  and  of  my 
love  for  a  woman  who  just  hap¬ 
pens  to  care  about  her  family. 

A  crisis  was  sure  to  come  some¬ 
time,  and  come  it  did.  When  we 
found  out  that  our  financial  situa¬ 
tion  was  very  precarious,  and  we 
would  most  probably  have  to  seek 
new  living  quarters,  we  thought 
that  it  might  work  out  to 
everyone’s  benefit  if  we  shared  a 
dwelling  (two  or  three  family)  with 
her  mother.  My  sother  thought  it 
would  be  wondeful  to  see  more  of 
her  mother,  and  knew  that  having 
us  around  for  company  and  con¬ 
venience"  would  make 

her  mother’s  life  much  easier  and 
more  pleasant. 

However,  my  sother  is  a  very 


serious  and  sensible  individual. 
Without  first  letting  her  mother 
know  who  we  really  are,  she  did 
not  want  to  take  her  mother  out  of 
familiar,  comfortable  surround¬ 
ings,  cut  her  off  from  whatever 
adjustments  she  has  made  to 
widowhood,  and  bring  her  to  a 
new  environment  where  she  would 
in  some  very  significant  ways  be 
dependent  on  us. 

We  agreed  that  Mother  would 
find  out  from  other  sources  if  she 
lived  here  with  us  and  met  our 
friends,  so  we  determined,  at  long 
last,  that  Mother  had  to  be  told. 
There  was,  in  the  end,  no  battle 
between  my  sother  and  me  over 
this  decision.  It  seemed  the  only 
reasonable  alternative. 

Obviously,  such  heavy  informa¬ 
tion  cannot  be  given  over  the  tele¬ 
phone,  so  to  tell  Mother  meant 
taking  another  trip  to  New  York. 
We  left  on  the  fateful  journey  on 
Friday,  July  24.  The  whole  drive 
took  place  in  silence  for  the  most 
part,  each  of  us  lost  in  our  own  pri¬ 
vate  thoughts. 

My  sother  was  reviewing  all  the 
standard  arguments  against  Leviti¬ 
cus,  I  imagine.  I  was  trying  to 
figure  out  how  to  help  her  if  her 
worst  fears  were  realized.  I  had 
told  her  again  and  again  that  I  was 
sure  her  family  knew,  but  she 
never  subscribed  to  that  notion. 
She  believed  that  they  were  so 
innocent,  so  religious,  so  tradi¬ 
tional  and  so  out  of  touch  with 
anything  remotely  gay  that  they 
simply  would  not  have  made  any 
connection  between  my  sother 
(who  is  not  at  all  stereotypically 
lesbian)  and  a  lifestyle  so  totally 
foreign  to  anything  the  family  had 
every  experienced.  I  agreed  that 
everything  she  said  about  them 
was  true,  and  yet  I  still  felt,  deep 


down,  that  they  knew.  Even  so, 
they  had  to  be  told  in  plain 
English. 

I  asked  my  sother  if  she  wanted 
to  rehearse,  but  she  said  all  her 
theater  training  should  make  it 
possible  for  her  to  perform  extem¬ 
poraneously.  I  am  certain  she  went 
through  every  conceivable  horror 
in  her  head  many  times.  She  even 
mapped  out  the  route  to  the  near¬ 
est  hospital  so  that  if  her  mother 
did  have  some  kind  of  attack,  she 
could  be  rushed  to  help  in  the 
shortest  possible  time.  1  suggested 
that  we  take  her  mother  out  in  the 
car  to  tell  her  and  avoid  having  to 
carry  her  out  of  the  housS.  The 
gallows  humor  was  increasing  with 
each  passing  mile. 

Suddenly  the  car  dropped  dead 
in  Mamaroneck,  NY,  just  outside 
the  Big  Apple.  My  sother  took  the 
breakdown  as  an  evil  omen;  I  did 
not.  Omens  have  one  thing  in  com- 
mong;  they  are  all  hard  to  inter¬ 
pret.  Like  the  Bible. 

We  made  it  to  Long  Island 
around  dinner  time,  and  we  were 
starving.  Mother  fed  us.  I  was 
overcome  with  exhaustion  and 
went  upstairs  to  sleep,  leaving  my 
sother  to  talk  with  her  mother 
alone.  We  had  argued  about  the 
“supreme  disclosure”  many  times. 
I  had  wanted  to  be  present  for  the 
unveiling,  just  to  make  sure  that  I 
did  not  miss  anything.  My  sother 
dreaded  my  mouth,  fearing  that  if 
her  mother  said  anything  negative, 
I  would  respond  aggressively, 
making  a  bad  situation  undeniably 
worse. 

Of  course,  I  do  wish  I  had  been 
present,  but  my  dear,  loving 
sother,  in  my  absence,  wrote 
everything  down,  so  I  would  have 
it  to  repeat  to  all  of  you.  (Part  two 
next  week!) 


Theater 


Warm  Heart,  Cool  Politics 


Leap  of  Faith 

Directed  by  Cookie  Harlin 
With  Lisa  McMillan  and' 

Lisa  Seldin 

A  t  the  Provincetown  Inn, 

1  Commercial  Street, 
Provincetown,  MA  Through 
September  7.  Tickets  $10.  For 
information  call  617-487-9500 

By  Cindy  Patton 

Leap  of  Faith  is  less  a  full 
fledged  play  than  a  guerrilla  the¬ 
ater  piece  that  has  been  dusted  off 
and  transported  to  a  middle-class 
het  cabaret.  That’s  an  awkward 
transition  to  make,  but  the  piece 
holds  up  fairly  well. 

Leap  of  Faith  opened  in  San 
Francisco  earlier  this  year,  then 
came  to  Provincetown  for  a  six 
week  stint.  Although  it  is  a  poli¬ 
tical  play  aimed  at  raising  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  heterosexuals,  most 
of  the  audience  seemed  to  be 
lesbians.  There  aren’t  many  ‘les¬ 
bian’  plays  around,  so  it’s  natural 
that  we  should  dash  off  to  this 
one.  The  mixed  messages  under¬ 
pinning  the  play’s  central  theme, 
however,  made  me  uncomfort¬ 
able. 

The  play  communicated  some¬ 
thing  very  important  to  a  hetero¬ 
sexual  audience.  Set  entirely  in  the 
women’s  bedroom,  the  idea  that 
straight  society  “defines  our 
whole  life  by  one  act”  is  unavoid¬ 
able.  The  idea  that  otherwise 
happy,  healthy  people  are  forced 
to  retreat  into  the  closet  is  rein¬ 
forced  as  the  women  act  out 
scenes  (within  the  play)  about 
their  families,  friends  and  co- 
workers.  Those  scenes  were  very 
funny  and,  unlike  the  “camp” 
humor  heterosexuals  are  used  to, 
the  joke  was  on  them. 


The  acting  was  uneven,  but  not 
because  these  two  women  aren’t 
highly  talented.  The  characteriza¬ 
tion  was  formalistic,  creating  two 
types  of  lesbians  rather  than  two 
real  people.  It  was,  I  suppose, 
necessary  to  write  the  play  this 
way,  since  didactic  art  deals  with 
categories,  not  emotions.  In  the 
long  scene  when  thewomenbreak 
up,  they  really  get  to  act  —  and 
they  are  excellent.  I  prefer  theater 
that  connects  with  hets  through 
principal  emotions  like  breaking- 
up  or  humor,  but  perhaps  that 
method  does  not  present  a 
tangible  enough  analysis. 
Although  the  emotional  and  poli¬ 
tical  sections  are  carefully  bal¬ 
anced,  it  is  hard  for  the  women  to 
shift  their  acting  style  and  the 
piece  as  a  whole  suffers. 

Many  people  in  the  audience 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  play,  but  I 
was  troubled  by  its  political  im¬ 
plications.  The  play  seemed  to  be 
saying  that  we  can’t  help  the  fact 
that  we’re  gay,  we  didn’t  choose 
it,  but  we  wouldn’t  choose  differ¬ 
ently.  This  line  of  analysis  has 
been  used  for  years  in  an  attempt 
to  win  sympathy  or  acceptance 
from  heterosexual  society.  Mainly 
it  has  been  turned  against  us,  or  at 
best  used  to  establish  gays  as 
second  class  citizens  who  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  exist  as  long  as  we  don’t 
“flaunt  it.” 

The  play  also  tried  to  make  a 
connection  with  its  het  audience 
by  asserting  the  old  assimilationist 
notion  that  “We’re  not  so  differ¬ 
ent  from  you  (hets).”  We  are  cur¬ 
rently  witnessing  the  result  of 
building  a  politic  on  that  premise; 
minorities  within  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity  are  being  sliced  off  and  at¬ 


tacked  and  we  don’t  have  a  satis¬ 
factory  way  of  defending  them. 
We  are  a  lot  different  from 
straights  and  if  we’re  going  to  be 
effective  against  the  New  Right, 
then  we  have  to  come  up  with  an 
analysis  of  differences  that  pre¬ 
sents  a  more  united  front. 

Overall,  Leap  of  Faith  is  an  im¬ 
portant  step  in  developing  a  les¬ 
bian  theater  format  that  can  cross¬ 
over  to  heterosexual  audiences. 


reflects  the  newness  of  lesbian 
theater  for  mainstream  audiences. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  it  is 
better  to  come  out  (or  perhaps 
come  in)  than  to  fight  your 
“nature”  and  try  to  be  straight.  I 
wish  we  could  do  theater  about 
the  joys  of  being  openly  gay  out¬ 
side  the  ghetto.  Whether  we 
choose  to  live  there  or  just  retreat 
for  a  rest,  the  closet  is  a  strong¬ 
hold  of  gay  life.  Some  day  we’ll 
force  hets  to  deal  with  us  out  in 
the  world,  but  for  now,  I  guess  it’s 
better  to  retrench  in  the  closet 
JhaojTeveriQ.CQjne.pjut  at  all. 


Despite  the  political  assumptions 
underneath  the  attack  on  hetero¬ 
sexuals,  the  show  is  enjoyable  for 
both  straight  and  gay  audiences. 
The  sense  that  we  are  watching  the 
play  from  the  closet  of  the  les¬ 
bians’  bedroom  enhances  the 
point  that  we  are  defined  by  our 
sexuality  and  softens  the  blows  by 
making  the  heterosexuals  in  the 
audience  feel  that  they  are  over¬ 
hearing  rather  than  being 
preached  at.  The  style  seems 
rough  and  unfinished,  but  that 
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tion  and  a  real  break  with  past  conventions.  When  I  was 
in  the  GAU  and  those  young,  articulate,  radical  men 
were  saying  we  don't  want  to  hear  about  all  the  old  aun¬ 
ties'  experiences,  we  don't  want  the  Aunt  Tom  stuff  — 
in  other  words,  "Go  slow,  oh  my  god  ..."  —  they  were 
right,  they  were  absolutely  dead  on,  I  was  so  happy  to 
hear  that.  I  admired  that.  But  politics  is  terribly  corrupt¬ 
ing.  Any  politically  based  thing  immediately  turns  into 
any  other  political  group.  The  infightingl  It  happened  to 
the  Left.  It  happened  among  gay  groups  too.  I  think  we 
are  now  in  a  time  when  there's  a  retreat  from  it,  and  gay 
men  are  in  small  groups,  and  they  want  to  explore. 
They  want  to  think  about  what  happened.  A  lot  hap¬ 
pened  fast. 

GCN:  Do  you  think  the  "new  masculinity"  was  a  selling 
out  of  liberation? 

SK:  I  think  that  something  happened  there.  It  was  an 
evasion  of  politics,  of  real  political  feeling. 

GCN:  Might  the  androgyny  that  seemed  so  promising 
have  been  an  evasion  of  sexual  desire? 

SK:  No.  You  think  those  kids  weren't  fucking? 

GCN:  I  think  they  didn't  ask  themselves  what  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  gay  men  would  consider  desirable  —  which  is 
men. 

SK:  The  next  question  is:  what  do  you  mean  by  men? 
Something  with  a  lot  of  muscles? 

GCN:  Up  until  liberation,  I  really  feel  that  we  were  all 
in  love  with  straignt  men. 

SK:  Not  men.  You  were  in  love  with  maleness. 

GCN:  Well,  what  we  found  was  that  we  could  find  that 
in  each  other.  And  the  great  benefit  was  that  we  became 
sexual  objects  for  each  other,  which  is  itself  a  step. 

SK:  We've  always  been  sexual  objects  for  each  other! 
GCN:  If  you're  saying  the  real  revolution  was  happen¬ 
ing  at  the  tail  end  of  the  sixties,  when  we  were  all  dres¬ 
sing  androgynously,  why  did  .  .  . 

SK:  .  .  .  why  did  gay  liberation  not  make  a  radical 
change  along  those  lines?  Which  it  seemed  to  be  promis¬ 
ing  to  do,  to  create  a  new  kind  of  sexual  style,  for  in¬ 
stance?  Well,  why  did  the  whole  Left  fail?  What  hap¬ 
pened  was  the  war.  The  war  deracinated  the  whole 
country.  1  don't  think  gay  men  don't  live  in  this  society. 
They  live  in  America.  What  happened  was  that  the 
country  did  what  it  always  does  to  its  endless  radical 
movements.  This  country  has  three  hundred  years  of 
radical  tradition.  The  nineteenth  century  was  one  end¬ 
less  radical  movement  after  another.  The  country  ener¬ 
vates  it,  dissipates  it.  I  don't  know  why  it  happens.  It  al¬ 
ways  does.  America  is  seductive.  Prosperity  is  seduc¬ 
tive. 

GCN:  What  would  you  like  to  see  happen  now? 

SK:  Well,  initially  I'd  like  to  see  us  hold  what  we  have. 
GCN:  But  you're  not  comfortable  with  what  we  have. 
Or  it's  not  enough.  You're  not  satisfied. 

SK:  No,  that's  right.  I'm  not  satisfied  with  the  condition 
of  gay  life.  It  has  to  be  better.  Look,  let  me  make  the 
analogy  again.  This  is  a  book  that  is  written  by  a  man 
who  is  gay,  who  is  a  Jew,  and  who  was  a  radical  in  his 
youth.  I  expressed  my  clear  criticisms  about  the  failure 
of  radicalism  for  me,  its  dissent  into  rhetoric  and  rigid¬ 
ity.  I  expressed  my  criticism  of  what  Jewishness  meant 
for  me,  the  limitation  of  that  life  in  America,  its  sense 
that  I  would  never  be  able  to  enter  the  main  culture.  I 
needed  to  overcome  that.  Now  I  do  not  consider  myself 
anti-semitic,  or  unsympathetic  to  Jews.  I  do  not  consid¬ 
er  myself  a  Rightist,  or  unsympathetic  to  the  Left  now, 
merely  because  I  criticize  those  things.  I  do  not  see  why  I 
have  to  exempt  gay  life  from  the  same  criticism  I  make 
about  the  other  things  that  have  formed  me  so  deeply.  I 
certainly  was  a  Jew  before  I  was  gay,  and  I  discovered 
what  radicalism  was  at  about  the  same  time,  in  my  ado¬ 
lescence,  that  I  discovered  gay  life.  Why  should  I  have 
to  be  softer  with  gay  men  than  I  am  with  others? 
They're  not  more  fragile.  And  they  certainly  can  think 
as  clearly.  If  I  can  criticize  Jews  and  radicals,  I  can  criti- 
cize  gay  men  —  because  I  think  they  have  to  do  it  better. 
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I  personally  hope  to  profit  from  the  changes,  that  it  will 
be  a  life  in  which  I  will  be  happier. 

GCN:  To  what  extent  do  you  think  your  book  is  more 
true  about  the  life  lived  in  New  York  City  than  it  is 
about  "being  gay  in  America"? 

SK:  Well,  I  certainly  didn't  want  to  call  the  book  Gay 
Life  in  New  York. 

GCN:  How  about  New  Jersey? 

SK:  What  I'm  talking  about  exists  in  a  certain  kind  of 
urban  setting  —  in  cities  where  gay  life  is  ghettoized: 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  New  York  City.  The  kinds 
of  snobberies  and  class  awareness,  they  certainly  exist  in 
a  city  like  New  Orleans.  More  than  anything.  The  op¬ 
era,  the  ballet,  that  mobility,  that  elegant  life:  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Atlanta.  Look  at  the  description  in  States  of  De¬ 
sire  of  thse  communities.  Now  I  don't  know  about  a  life 
in  which  gay  men  are  closely  identified  with  the  out¬ 
doors,  as  in  Seattle.  That  may  be  an  anomalous  city. 
Boston  has  its  own  gay  life,  peculiar  to  it.  But  I  certainly 
think  that  what  I  describe  about  gay  life  in  New  York 
applies  in  some  degree  to  Philadelphia  and  Washington. 
I  think  it's  urban  gay  life,  it's  not  small-town  gay  life. 
I'm  talking  about  where  there  is  gay  community. 

GCN:  Or  not.  One  of  your  points  being  that  we  have 
not  evolved  a  gay  male  community. 

SK:  Or  not.  Yes.  I  am  claiming  that  gay  men  have  not 
made  community  for  each  other  the  way  gay  women 
have  managed  to  in  the  last  ten  years.  Look  what  les¬ 
bians  have  done  in  a  city  like  Boston  for  each  other.  The 
remarkable  change  in  lesbian  life  in  twenty  years  in  Bos¬ 
ton!  Twenty  years  ago  in  Boston  lesbians  lived  just  the 
way  they  did  everywhere  else.  They  were  role-oriented, 
they  went  to  men's  bars,  they  led  secret  lives.  Look  at 
the  life  now.  That's  a  change  gay  men  have  not  yet 
made. 

GCN:  It  may  be  that  male  liberation  is  different  from 
women's  liberation.  Our  sexual  lives  are  different,  our 
sexual  needs  are  different. 

SK:  They  are  different.  I'm  not  saying  that  gay  men 
have  to  be  like  lesbians.  I'm  giving  you  an  analogy. 
Women  have  done  it,  feminists  have  done  it,  blacks 
have  done  it,  Hispanics  are  doing  it,  other  minorities 
that  claim  to  be  oppressed.  The  basis  of  our  being  politi¬ 
cal  is  the  claim  that  we  are  in  fact  an  oppressed  minor¬ 
ity.  Without  that,  throw  out  the  rest  of  the  stuff.  We 
don't  have  a  leg  to  stand  on.  I  think  Boston,  by  the  way, 
is  a  better  city.  If  I  am  to  judge  by  the  men  I've  met  here, 
it  is  a  friendlier  city,  a  nicer  city,  a  younger  city,  a  city 
in  which  there  seems  to  be  more  camaraderie. 

GCN:  This  is  Boston.  In  A  True  Likeness,  just  pub¬ 
lished,  editor  Felice  Picano  calls  Gay  Community  News 
and  Fag  Rag  two  of  its  venerable  institutions.  Can  I  ask 
to  what  extent  you  think  either  or  both  of  those  are 
contributing  to  the  formation  of  a  gay  community? 

SK:  I  think  that's  a  good  question.  Here  is  Boston,  and 
both  Gay  Community  News  and  Fag  Rag  are  both  old 
institutions  already.  They  at  least  co-exist  with  libera¬ 
tion.  For  ten  years,  both  of  them  have  been  in  opera¬ 
tion.  They  are  new  voices,  they  have  not  been  in  gay  life 
before.  Where  is  the  influence?  How  big  a  subscription 
do  they  have7  Where  are  they  read?  Why  haven't  they 
had  more  influence  on  the  rest  of  the  nation?  On  the  rest 
of  gay  men?  Why  are  they  still  a  minority?  Look  at  Fag 
Rag,  which  just  breaks  even!  Three  times  a  year;  how 
many  issues  have  appeared?  Why  don't  they  reach  a 
wider  audience?  Is  it  read  at  P-Town?  Is  it  read  at  the 
Pines?  Is  it  read  on  the  beaches  of  California?  Where 
there  is  gay  community,  are  these  the  publications 
which  are  being  read?  No,  they're  not.  You  know  damn 
well  they're  not.  And  that's  what's  wrong  with  the  gay 
community.  It  is  not  serious.  These  institutions  don't 
have  to  be  created.  They're  already  here.  And  Gay 
Community  News  and  Fag  Rag  are  only  examples,  liter¬ 
ate,  intelligent,  committed.  Gay  Sunshine  has  been  in 
existence  a  long  time.  These  magazines  are  still  hanging 
on  by  the  skin  of  their  teeth,  and  by  the  willful  deter¬ 


mination  of  very  committed  men.  Suppose  these  men 
are  taken  out.  The  fragility  of  these  institutions  is  quite 
clearly  there.  Where  is  the  tradition  after  Charley  Shive¬ 
ly  and  Winston  Leyland  leave7  Why,  by  this  time  there 
should  be  ...  Ten  years  ago  at  this  time.  New  York 
Magazine  started.  Now  it's  worth  a  zillion  dollars, 
right?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  gay  magazine,  not  a  single 
one,  is  on  its  feet.  Christopher  Street  is  just  as  fragile  as 
the  others. 

GCN:  Our  communications  network  functions  as  if  we 
were  still  an  underground  movement. 

SK:  Yes.  Ten  years  later!  American  Poetry  Review  was¬ 
n't  even  in  existence  ten  years  ago.  It  will  go  on  now.  It's 
solid,  solid,  solid.  Gay  Sunshine,  which  is  essentially 
about  literature:  its  solidity?  You  can't  make  that  com¬ 
parison!  It  hasn't  been  accepted!  Here's  a  community, 
Boston  alone  supports  Gay  Community  News  and  Fag 
Rag.  They  just  barely  get  by. 

GCN:  I'm  told  Fag  Rag  sells  better  around  the  country 
than  it  does  in  Boston.  But  it' s  not  sold  much  anywhere. 
Fag  Rag's  positions  on  sexuality,  by  the  way,  would  be 
very  different  from  your  own,  you  realize? 

SK:  The  last  thing  I  expect  is  a  homogeneous  view  of 
homosexual  life.  Obviously  there's  going  to  be  great  di¬ 
versity.  Some  men  are  undersexed,  and  some  are  highly 
sexed.  The  life  doesn't  have  to  be  one  thing.  It  never  will 
be.  That's  the  stereotype,  that  it's  all  one  thing.  And  I 
think  everyone  who  has  written  about  it  has  tried  to 
show  that  it  is  not  that. 

GCN:  And  in  fact  one  of  the  ways  your  book  serves  us 
is  to  suggest  that  gay  life  exists  in  places  we  are  not  used 
to  looking  for  it  —  outside  the  discos,  the  bars,  the 
baths.  It  exists  in  straight  marriages,  in  relationships 
with  straight  women,  among  older  gay  men.  You've 
really  broadened  the  perspective  of  what  we  should  be 
looking  at  when  we  talk  about  gay  life. 

SK:  And  I  hope  also  that  through  my  book,  gay  life  has 
a  legitimate  claim  to  the  whole  tradition  of  literature, 
which  I  think  is  an  extraordinarily  supportive  one.  And 
that  people  will  be  reminded  that  the  contribution  of  a 
major  contributor  like  Freud  is  also  available  to  us.  He 
is  not  the  enemy.  He's  only  been  used  by  our  enemies. 
And  he  has  been  used  by  our  enemies  the  way  enemies 
always  use  things  —  by  distortion,  and  by  turning  ideas 
into  rhetoric.  I'm  not  talking  about  psychoanalytic  ther¬ 
apy,  which,  by  the  way,  if  it  is  useful  should  be  avail¬ 
able  to  homosexual  men  too.  Now  feminists  have  had 
an  objection  to  Freud  on  other  grounds.  Yes,  it's  true,  he 
didn't  understand.  He  did  not  understand  feminist 
needs.  But  he  certainly  did  understand  the  centrality  of 
sexuality  in  the  life.  In  that  way,  Freud  speaks  to  us 
much  more  than  he  does  to  women.  Whatever  gay  life 
is,  it  is  a  life  deeply  committed  to  exploring  the  sexual 
self,  in  all  its  ramifications.  We  need  all  the  help  we  can 
get  in  understanding  that.  That's  a  mystery  no  one  has- 
unraveled  yet. 

GCN:  Does  that  mean  each  of  us  should  be  committed 
to  it? 

SK:  Some  people  don't  want  to  explore  anything. 

GCN:  Well,  Seymour,  you're  an  interviewer.  Is  there 
anything  I  should  have  asked  you  that  I  failed  to? 

SK:  Well,  most  interviewers,  when  they're  starting  an 
interview,  come  on  and  show  how  much  they  like  the 
book,  how  much  they  got  from  it,  before  they  start 
slamming  left  and  right.  (Laughter.) 

GCN:  You  say  that,  but  frankly  I  think  you  love  it. 
Anyone  who  has  strong  feelings  about  gay  life  is  going 
to  have  strong  feelings  about  this  book,  one  way  or  an¬ 
other.  And  I  think  you  want  the  strong  feelings  more 
than  you  want  any  polite  acceptance. 

SK:  Of  course.  This  is  a  polemical  book.  I'm  a  good  ar- 
guer.  I  love  to  argue.  I  don't  mind.  I  feel  I  can  defend 
myself  when  the  argument  is  legitimate.  If  the  book 
makes  people  articulate  what  they  think,  it's  done  an 
enormous  service. 
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Naiad  Press 
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siders  Jane  Rule  the  greatest  living 
writer.  Another  current  best-seller 
from  Naiad  is  The  Black  and 
White  of  It,  a  book  of  short 
stories  about  black  and  white  les¬ 
bians  by  Ann  Allen  Shockley. 
Several  years  ago  Shockley  pub¬ 
lished  her  novel  Loving  Her  with  a 
mainstream  male-dominated  pub¬ 
lishing  house,  and  her  current 
contract  with  Naiad  is  part  of  a 
definite  trend  towards  validation 
of  lesbian  publishers  by  authors. 

Barbara  and  Donna  let  me  in  on 
upcoming  books  from  Naiad. 
They  will  be  releasing  a  series  of 
novels'  about  a  lesbian  detective 
named  “Nyla  Wade,”  written  by 
Vicki -P.  McConnel.  This  Is  Not 
For  You,  the  long  out-of-print  les¬ 
bian  novel  by  Jane  Rule,  will  be 
re-printed.  Lesbian  Writer  will 
present  the  life  and  work  of  poet 


Claudia  Scott,  a  woman  well-liked 
within  the  national  lesbian  writing 
community  who  committed 
suicide  in  1979.  Naiad  will  be 
printing  a  book  by  Carol  Ann 
Douglas,  long-time  staffer  at  “off 
our  backs.”  Also,  the  3rd  edition 
of  The  Lesbian  in  Literature  bib¬ 
liography  will  be  released  this  fall. 

Most  important  to  the  women 
of  Naiad  Press  is  that  they  are 
upfront  about  their  lesbianism. 
They  are  concerned  that  some  of 
the  earlier,  now-defunct  woman- 
owned  publishers  of  mostly 
lesbian  books  were  reluctant  to 
identify  themselves  as  lesbian  pub¬ 
lishers.  “It  is  essential  that  Naiad 
Press  run  around  screaming  the 
word  ‘lesbian,’”  they  told  me. 
“Homophobia  is  rampant.” 

(Naiad  Press  can  be  contacted 
at  P.O.  Box  10543,  Tallahassee, 
Florida,  32302 .) 
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NAMBLA  and  the  arrests.  “I 
know  some  of  the  people  that 
have  been  arrested  and  are 
members  of  that  organization,” 
he  said,  “But  that  has  nothing  to 
do  with  what  they’re  charged 
with.” 

NAMBLA  reports  that  arrests 
and  interrogations  of  other 
NAMBLA  members  and  boy 
lovers  occurred  in  several  other 
parts  of  the  country  within  days  of 
the  raid  in  Baldwin  Harbor  and 
suggests  that  a  national  crack¬ 
down  on  the  organization  was 
being  attempted. 

The  Baldwin  Harbor  raid  in¬ 
volved  at  least  16  officers  who 
entered  Swithinbank’s  house  with 
weapons  drawn.  Represented  were 
the  Nassau  County  Police  De¬ 
partment,  the  New  York  State 
Police,  the  U.S.  Postal  Inspector’s 
Office  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation. 

Grilley  said  the  Nassau  County 
police  initiated  the  operation  and 
that  federal  agents  were  involved 
because  of  possible  violation  of 
the  Mann  Act.  Joe  Valliquette  of 
the  New  York  regional  office  of 
the  FBI  told  GCN  his  agency  had 
played  “a  very  minor  support 
role  in  the  operation. 

Valliquette  said  he  did  not 
know  why  the  FBI  was  involved  in 
the  cas  but  that  as  far  as  he  knew 
no  national  crackdown  had  been 
planned.  He  said  he  would  contact 
GCN  when  he  had  obtained  fur¬ 
ther  information  but  had  not  done 
so  as  of  GCN  press  time.  FBI 
officials  in  Washington  referred 
all  questions  to  Valiquette. 

Kenneth  Cynar,  assitant  to  the 
Nassau  County  police  commis¬ 
sioner,  said  police  entered  the 
Swithinbank  home  with  weapons 
drawn  “because  they  were  going 
into  a  situation  where  somebody 
was  involved  in  a  multi-million- 
dollar  operation  who  might  not 
want  to  be  arrested.”  Cynar  said 
there  was  “certainly  a  possibility” 
that  the  occupants  of  the  house 
might  be  armed. 

Cynar  claimed  there  was 
evidence  to  support  the  suspicion 
of  a  “multi-million-dollar  opera¬ 
tion”  but  would  not  elaborate. 
“What  was .  suspected  of  going 
on,”  he  said,  “is  that  this  particu¬ 


lar  person,  in  consort  with  other 
people,  solicited  men  and  young 
boys  to  come  to  the  house,  have 
sex,  videotape  it  and  then  sell 
those  videotapes.” 

No  pornography  or  prostitution 
charges  have  been  filed  in  the 
case.  Swithinbank,  who  was  re¬ 
portedly  conducting  a  study  of 
video  technology,  had  some  350 
videotapes  in  his  home  at  the  time 
of  his  arrest,  most  of  which 
contained  television  programs  like 
“I  Love  Lucy”  and  “Bambi.” 
One  tape  showed  naked  adoles¬ 
cents  standing  around  a  swimming 
pool. 

The  Postal  Inspector’s  Office 
would  normally  be  involved  in 
such  cases  only  if  an  offense  like 
sending  pornography  through  the 
mails  were  suspected. 

When  asked  if  a  large  pornog¬ 
raphy  operation  had  been  sus¬ 
pected,  Grilley  replied,  “No  one’s 
been  charged  with  any  violation  of 
pornography  laws.” 

Grilley  further  denied  that  any 
operation  involving  large  sums  of 
money  had  been  suspected. 

David  Michaels,  the  attorney 
representing  Swithinbank  and 
Fox,  told  GCN  the  police  found 
less  than  they  expected  at  Swithin¬ 
bank’s  house.  “Judging  by  the 
initial  press  releases,”  he  said,  “it 
would  appear  that  they  initially 
thought  that  they  had  stumbled 
upon  the  very  lair  of  the  devil  him¬ 
self.” 

Grilley  said  the  raid  followed  an 
undercover  surveillance  opera¬ 
tion.  “Basically,  it  began  when 
people  in  that  community  had 
seen  suspicious  activities  at  the 
house.” 

Grilley  explained  that  neighbors 
were  made  suspicious  “by 
comings  and  goings,  involving 
young  boys  and  middle-aged  men, 
never  seeing  any  women.”  He  said 
there  were  additional  reasons  to 
suspect  criminal  activity  but  re¬ 
fused  to  elaborate.  , 

Michaels,  attorney  for  Swithin¬ 
bank  and  Fox,  told  GCN,  “No¬ 
body  has  ever  at  any  time  claimed 
that  the  teenagers  were  involved 
on  an  un-consenting,  forced  or 
coerced  basis.  The  district  attor¬ 
ney’s  office  has  made  it  clear  that 
there  was  never  a  nickel  that 
changed  hands  as  inducement  for 
any  impropriety.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181  E.  Orleons,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500  255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-M0-352-3185 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  ond  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

_ 143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


ing  in  the  kitchen,  and  silhouetted 
shots  of  the  women  at  a  bowling 
alley. 

These  films  are  full  of  the  depths 
and  reverberations  of  our  waking 
and  dreaming  lives.  We  need  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our 
lives  rather  than  the  straight  movie 
industry’s  version  of  us  epicted 
by  ourselves  n  these  days  of 
increasing  threats  of  censorship, 
independent  image-making  by  les¬ 
bians  is  vital.  Some  of  the  com¬ 
plexity  and  richness  of  our  lives 
has  already  been  captured  and 
connected  in  these  films  and  art¬ 
work. 


Independents 

? 

Continued  from  Page  iq 
the  trees  and  finally  joins  them  at 
their  picnic,  only  to  be  left  behind 
as  the  bag  ladies  go  on  their  way. 
The  film  is  black  and  white  and 
silent  and  the  movements  of  the 
“ladies”  have  a  majestic  dream¬ 
like  quality.  They  become  symbols 
for  our  own  subterranean  powers 
of  communication.  Like  Lily 
Tomlin’s  “I’ve  got  evidence!” 
character,  they  embody  our  street 
wisdom,  our  survival  lore.  Bag 
ladies,  like  lesbians,  move  in  a  net¬ 
work  of  women  ignored  or  not 
seen  by  the  patriarchy  but  potent 
in  their  own  way. 

The  Bag  Lady  as  mythic  figure 
also  appears  in  “Manic,”  when 
the  character  Jessie  (Jane  Picard), 
recalls  a  story  of  waiting  for  a  bus. 
A  dyke  next  to  her  ignores  her  but 
a  shopping  bag  lady  nearby  is  very 


friendly  and  leaps  out  into  the 
street  dancing  and  singing  her  own 
song.  Shopping  bag  ladies  de¬ 
picted  as  figures  of  dignity  give 
value  to  women  who  are  usually 
discarded  or  ignored. 

“I  wanted  to  see  what  I  dream,” 
Jane  says.  In  “Manic,”  Lydia 
(Doreen  Disanza)  literally  tells  her 
dream.  But  it  is  the  non-linear, 
non-logical  arrangement  of  images 
that  suggests  an  interior  life:  shots 
of  stumbling  over  each  other  in  the 
bedroom  trying  to  work,  embrac- 


Continued  from  Page  10 

Finally,  in  Windowmobile 
(1977),  another  collaborative 
work  with  Joel  Singer,  the  film¬ 
makers  view  a  window  in  its  con¬ 
tradictory  aspects  of  transparency 
and  translucency.  We  see  a  myriad 
of  contrasts  and  layers  of  light  in 
stop-action  movement  —  the  sum 
total  of  images  seen  in  the 
window,  beyond  the  window,  and 
in  spite  of  the  window. 

What  the  later  films  lack  is  a 
development  and  elaboration  of 
Broughton’s  themes.  Broughton’s 
imagery  is  at  times  too  undirected 
and  uncontrolled;  Erogeny  and 
Godbody  in  particular  sometimes 
lose  the  coherence  maintained  in 
Windmobile. 

The  problem  seems  to  be  in  the 
appropriateness  of  the  medium  to 
Broughton’s  ideas.  Film  is  funda¬ 
mentally  a  linear  medium; 
Broughton  runs  into  difficulty  in 
trying  to  use  film  to  express  things 
best  understood  in  a  non-linear 
way.  A  sequence  of  images  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  poet’s  voice¬ 
over  moves  the  viewer  too  quickly 
past.  Without  repetition  and  elab¬ 
oration  —  without  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  step  back  and  savor  the 
images  —  themoresubtle  relations 
between  Broughton’s  themes  are 
too  easily  lost. 


JANUS  COUNSELING 

21  Bay  Street 
Cambridge,  Mass.  02138 
For  individuals, 
couples, 
groups 

Feminist  perspective 
Special  interest 
in  lesbian  concerns 
For  appointment 

Call  (617)661-2537 


GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  «3-«4o 


Direct  from  New  York: 

"Lightning  Rod” 
"LA  Plays  Itself” 
“Super  Charger” 


Boston's  Best  4// Mok  Show! 


YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST.  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 
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□  3  years  (150  issues) 
$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00  regular 

□  25  weeks 
$15.00 

$10.00  low  income] 

□  12  weeks 

$8.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name  . 
Address 
City _ 


.  State . 


Zip . 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfietd  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  1  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN?  _ _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 

Name  _ 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ 

Ail  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  ’’  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
On  the  swimming  test  a  zero. 

What  a  way  to  be  a  hero! 

I  love  you  more  than  all  things  wet  and 
wonderful.  All  my  love, 

_ Porcupine. _ _ 

LARRY  WOODS 

From  Somerville  please  contact  Bob  or 
Danny  in  Calif  (415)  848-8344. _ (7) 

Hey  Tart!  Yeah,  you  in  the  beret  with 
the  perfect  rice.  Having  a  good  time 
here,  but  no  roses  land  in  my  shower. 
_ (6) 

TRASHY  LESBIAN  PAPERBACKS 
are  featured  in  a  slide  tape  show, 
"Lesbians  in  Fiction,"  to  be  presented 
at  the  Oasis  Club,  355  Boylston  St, 
Boston,  on  Sept.  9.  Pis  arrive  betwn  7:30 
&  8pm  for  admittance.  $3,  this  is 
“women  only”  night.  Learn  about  the 
history  of  lesbian  novels,  see  pics  of 
many  authors,  &  the  outrageous  covers 
&  scenes  from  the  “pulps." _ (8) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Send  SASE  for  details  to 
R.E.  Main,  70  Government  St. 
Kittery,  Maine  03904 

SUSAN  ABOD  IS  COMING 
To  do  a  concert  in  Boston  at  Oasis  355 
Boylston  St.  August  22  8pm.  $5.  A  wim- 
min's  music  foremother  who  has  toured 
with  Willie  Tyson  and  Chicago 
Women’s  Liberation  Rock  Band. 

GWM,  39,  5 '10",  160,  seeks  rural, 
coastal-Maine  male  who  is  endwd,  Gr 
act  for  long-term  relation/partnership. 
Box  203,  Manchavg,  M A  01 526.  (5) 

ANY  MELROSE  GAYS  THERE? 
Someone  who  reads  GN  must  know  me, 
and  it  would  be  great  to  get  in  the  know. 

I  am  JB,  MHS  Class  of  75.  Call  me  in  SF 
at  (415)  621-0461.  Thanks! _ (5) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRITES! 

Are  there  any  other  gays  in  Southern 
NH?  I  am  GWM  professional,  6',  30, 
170#.  handsome,  straight  app,  looking 
for  companionship  in  the  Peterbor- 
ough/Dublin  area  or  environs.  I  play 
classical  guitar  &  enjoy  trips  to  Boston 
for  theatre,  bookstores,  etc.  If  you  are 
20-35,  a  non-smoker,  easygoing,  masc, 
please  write.  Photo  preferred.  Boston- 
ians  welcome  too.  GCN  Box  444.  (5) 

ROMANTIC  THIN  TOP  MALE 
Any  age  needed  by  W  artist  own  water¬ 
front  home  south  of  Boston  alone  need 
a  friend  to  trust  more  than  once  (617) 
472-5576  or  GCN  Box  436. _ (10) 


NEW  ENGLAND  WOMEN'S 
MUSICAL  RETREAT 

Margie  Adam,  Alix  Dobkin, 
Maxine  Feldman,  Terry  Garthwaite 
And  Many,  Many  More  . . . 
Concerts,  Camping,  Food, 
Workshops,  Accessibility  for 
Handicapped,  Childcare. 
Women  Only  Please. 
Advance  Tickets:  $35/40/48 
Labor  Day  Weekend 
Cornwall,  Connecticut 
For  Info  or  Tickets 
SASE  to:  NEWMR 
Box  14269,  Hartford,  CT  06114 


SERVICES _ 

COUPLES  GROUP 

Couples  group  forming  in  the  Fali. 
Come  explore  &  share  creative  problem 
solving  needed  by  couples  today.  Alter¬ 
native  lifestyles  require  alternative  so- 
lutions.  $25  per  session  per  couple. 
492-2147. _ (6) 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Relaxing  &  energizing  synthesis  of 
shiatsu,  acupressure,  muscular  work,  & 
reflexology.  Sliding  scale  fee.  Mick 
Hazen,  522-9164. _ (1,3, 5, 7) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)  861-8824  Lexington,  MA 


No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  quali¬ 
ty  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night. _ (8) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  FOR 
GAY  PROFESSIONALS 

Therapy  group  for  gay  professionals 
(men)  now  being  formed  by  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Gay  &  general 
issues  of  personal  adjustment,  relation¬ 
ships,  &  self-conception.  For  more  info 
re  group  call  Dr.  Meshoulam,  491-3801 
or  write  GCN  Box  419.  Blue  Shield  & 
other  health  insurance  payments  ac- 
cepted. _ (c) 

—  ■  » 

MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 
Interested  in  working  with  men  who 
experience  sexual  difficulties,  have 
issues  with  relationships,  work,  family 
or  socialization  skills.  I  can  work  w/you 
individually,  in  your  relationship  or  in 
grp.  Together  we  can  be  creative  to 
bring  about  the  changes  you  want.  Lv 
message  at  262-4194.  Charles  Hanna- 
gan,  MA.  Insurance  accepted. _ Q 

i* - - -  r 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE  ' 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen 
Shiatsu  &  Reflexology 
Techniques 

Joe  (617)  262-1000  ext  298 

Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  12-7 

t  1 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group  &  Couples 
Counseling; 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)266-1450 


COUNSELORS  NEEDED 
to  volunteer  at  Women’s  Counseling  & 
Resource  Ctr  in  Camb.  Counseling  exp 
nec.  We  especially  encourage  lesbians 
to  call.  For  more  info,  492-8568  &  leave 
message. _ (4,6) 


COUPLES  THERAPY  GROUP 

For  Couples  Interested  in  Growth 
Individually  and  Together 
Insurance  Accepted 
Bellville  &  Associates 
Copley  Square 
(617)  266-1450  For  Info,  Appt. 


MASTERCARD/VISA 

Wd  you  like  a  MASTERCARD  or  Visa? 
You  may  obtain  one  regardless  of 
your  previous  credit  history. 

For  information  send  $20  to 
Houston  Credit  Counselors 
1713  Westheimer,  Houston,  TX  77098 
Money  back  guarantee 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 


ROOMMATES _ 

LF  29  w/cat  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm 
duplex  in  Arlington.  On  good  T  line.  $ 
stability  &  independence  a  must.  240+  . 
648-8029,  Jean. _ (6) 

2  F  28+  sk  3  F  for  Allston  hse.  Semi 

veg/Coop,  yd/garden/fireplc.  Pis  no 
more  dogs.  135+ ,  Ellie  or  Sharon 
783-4293. _ ! _ (6) 

Exciting  LF  household  sks  5th  for  coop 
Allston.  Hs  yard,  garden,  on  T,  humor, 
cleanliness,  politics.  No  pets.  No 
smoke.  For  9/1,  170  htd.  782-8679. 
_ _ (6) 

F  sks  F  for  2  br  Brighton  apt  across 
from  T.  $220  each  (inc  ht).  738-9213 
(10-1 1am),  if  no  ans  try  522-8990.  (7) 

Beacon  Hill— 2  GMs  sk  roommate  to 
share  3  bdrm  apt.  150/mo  inc  ht/hw. 
Avail  Sept  1,367-1394. _ (7) 

AUTUMN  BY  THE  SEA  SWAMPSCOTT 
Sunny  apt  to  shr  w/one  other  woman. 
Bus  &  train  line  25  min  to  Bos.  Rent  & 
length  of  stay  negot.  Peg  (617)  593-6824 
days  685-2480. _ (7) 

3  LF  in  wonderful  8  rm  hse  in  Dorch 

Ikng  for  1  more.  NrT;  garden;  sharing  & 
sep  space.  No  cigs.  Prefer  late  20’s- 
older.  282-9388. _ (7) 

LF  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Waltham.  Nr  T  &  train.  $162  pis  util.  25 
pis.  Avail  early  Sept.  Jan,  891-5679,  aft 
6  pm _ (7) 

GM  27  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  In 
Fenway  $170/mo+  util,  ht  inc.  Non¬ 
students  pref.  267-2426  days  Tues I 
Thurs,  eves  Mon/Wed/Fri, _ (7) 

1  LF  sks  same  28-39,  w/hse  or  apt  to  shr. 
Desire  to  be  closer  to  job  &  school.  Will 
consider  any  Bost  area  locale.  Pis  call 
659-2900  aft  6:30pm  (7) 

GM  Harvard  law  std,  reliable,  honest, 
friendly  sks  cleaning  &  chores  in  yr 
home  in  exch  4  rm  w/free  or  reduced 
rent.  GCN  Box  451. _ (7) 

GM  cpi  (31 ,  29)  prof  sk  3rd  or  cpI  (M  or  F) 
to  share  house,  S  End  nr  hosp.  Must  be 
resp  &  mature.  Exc  sit,  for  9/1.  267-6782. 
_ _ (2 

FL  25+  to  share  2  br  spac, sunny  apt 
w/porches/yd— Oak  Sq,  Bri.  No  drugs, 
alcohol,  pets.  Must  be  indep,  finan  resp. 
150/mo+ util.  787-4170  eves. _ (7) 

2  GF  ROOMMATES  WANTED 
2  GF’s  20-30  needed  Sept  1  to  share  3 
bdrm  apt  w/same  in  Allston.  250/mo  per 
person  incl  ht/hw.  Secure  bldg,  yr 
iease.no  pets.  783-9320,  keep  trying! 

_ (Z2> 

GWM  32  prof  sks  to  share  Ige  apt  on  N. 
Shore,  close  to  T  and  beach.  Good 
neighborhood.  $100  dep,  160/mo  inc  ht, 
ut.  Days  593-0322,  Lynn.  (5) 


2  GF  sk  1  GF  24+  for  warm  &  friendly 
indept  apt  in  Brookline.  Rent  controlled 
w/fireplace,  in  excell  shape!  151/mo 
htd.  Smokers  OK.  No  pets  or  separa¬ 
tists,  please.  Helena  Mon-Fri  492-7100 
x  51 36, 232-9068  (h).  _ (6) 

After  3  yrs  of  reading  GCN,  I  have  de¬ 
cided  to  move  to  Boston  to  work  & 
finish  my  degree  at  U/Mass.  GM,  21, 
responsible,  sks  home  w/GM  or  LF 
roommate(s).  Will  arrive  on  8/27  pos¬ 
sibly  seeking  temp  housing  until  I  find 
new  home;  will  pay.  Please  write  Paul 
Rehme,  Box  3392,  Eugene,  Oregon 
97403.  (503)  344-3020.  Thanks.  (6) 

SEEKING  HOUSEHOLD  TO  JOIN 
LF,  27,  aspiring  healer/astrologer  sks 
co-op  house  w/wimmin.  N.  Shore,  JP, 
flexible.  (617)  744-2870  message  for 
Linda,  keep  trying. _ (6) 

2  GP  seek  3rd  (non-smkt)  to  shr  town- 
house  apt  w/laundry,  private  bdrm,  sun- 
deck,  near  T  &  beach  in  S.  Boston  $200/ 
mo  pis  shr  util.  269-1251. _ (6) 

2  LF’s  in  friendly  independent  house¬ 
hold  sk  3rd.  3  prlv  rms  share  kit  &  bth. 
Yard.  Pet  lovers.  Dorch.  140  pis. 
282-2346.  (617) _ (6) 

GM  sks  GM  or  GF  to  share  Irg  Back  Bay 
or  Brookline  apt  for  9/1  or  Ikng  for 
established  household  to  move  into.  I 
am  a  friendly  30  yr  old  professional.  Jim 
at  Watership  Inn  487-0094,  PO  Box  918, 
Provincetown, _ (7) 

ARTICULATE  GM  OR  GF 
Allston  —  5  rm  apt  $140+  util  &  sec. 
One  F  (29)  &  1  burned  out  cat  sk  GM  or 
GF.  Convenient  location.  254-3618.  Try 
early  &  late, _ (6) 

GF,  22,  artist/photo,  easygoing,  whole 
foods  sks  GF,  Bi  OK  share  2  br  roomy 
apt  JP.  Garden,  porch,  orange  &  green 
line.  $125  +  .  522-9830.  nonstdnt  pref.  (6) 
GF  sks  same  25+  to  shr  2  br  apt  Fen¬ 
way  area.  $125/mo  inc  ut.  Avail  mid  Sept 
or  beg  of  Oct,  Eves  262-7845.  Kim,  (6) 
NEWTON  VICTORIAN 
LF  large  fireplaced  room  $250  inc  utl 
inc  kitchen/LR/porch/yard/pkg.  Couples 
OK  but  no  more  pets.  Independent/ 
smoking  OK.  332-6135. _ (7) 

FALL  SUBLET 

G  rmmte  wntd  to  shr  2  br  furn  apt 
9/1-11/30  (3  mos)  dates  negotiable.  S. 
End  nr  Boston  Ctr  for  the  Arts.  170/mo. 
Call  Paul  eves  after  11,  482-6029  or 
leave .  message  days  with  Amy, 
426-8752. _ 4 _ (C) 

APARTMENTS 

S  End  Worcester  &  Tremont  Sts.  Studio 
w/loft,good  trans  to  downtwn  & 
Cambridge.  $250  htd,  first  &  last. 
262-9319,  days. _ (6) 

S  End,  sunny  Ig  1  bdrm  $360  inc  all  util. 
Owner-occ  bldg.  262-2379  after  6.  (6) 

Man  sks  hsehld/living  situation  in 
Boston  or  surrounding  towns.  Group 
living  pref,  rural  OK.  Jim  (203)  928-7562. 
_ (6) 

BOSTON’S  SOUTH  END 
Fir  thru  apt  Ig  Ivrm  sunny,  overlk  garden 
on  excell  st.  Owner-occ  bldg.  Dogs  not 
allowed.  1st  &  last  mo  adv.  $380/mo. 
262-6234  Mon-Thurs  eves.  (8) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
Eff  apt  w/eat-in  kit,  ref  fls,  firepl,  VG 
cond,  share  bath.  All  ht  &  util  inc.  First, 
last,  1  mo  sec.  $21 0/mo.  262-8842  eves; 
days,  426-6900,  ask  for  Joe. _ (7) 


PENPALS _ 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  A  supportive, 
confidential  family.  7  yr  reliable 
reputation.  Intro  copy  $4  (mailed 
discreetly  first  class).  Free  info:  P.O. 
Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948. _ (8) 

MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  Jo) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Careful,  cheerful,  &  cheap  movers.’ 
Anything,  anywhere,  anytime.  4  years 
experience  with  dollies,  pads  &  straps. 
Reliable.  783-0588,  925-5088,. 

_ _  J§> 

RESORTS 

Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford, 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
May  thru  November 

Aspasia  Guest  House  —  womon  owned 
&  operated  cntrl  loc,  parking,  shrd  bath. 
92  Bradford  St,  P’Town,  MA  02657.  (617) 
487-251 1 .  Patio  cookout  area. _ (8) 

NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-THE-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  pan'oramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 


BAR  HARBOR  MAINE 

Young’s  Lobster  Pot 

A  Place  to  Meet 
Greet  and  Eat 
Before  You  Sleep 
July  to  September  7th 
Nightly  Dancing 
10  PM  to  !  AM 
Serving  Breakfast 
10  PM  to  2  AM 
52  West  Street 
Bar  Harbor,  Maine 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown-MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


PROVINCETOWN 

Stay  at  the  Plaza  Guesthouse  when  you 
come  to  Provincetown  seas,  rates  22 
sg.  32  db.  Parking,  share  bath,  quiet 
street  central  location.  11  Pearl  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (617)  487-1818 
come  soon! _ (42-9/6  even) 

WANTED _ 

Need  4  rm,  2  br  apt  in  or  near  Pierce  Sch 
Dist,  Brookline.  2nd  fl  or  above.  Pkg. 
Gretchen  354-7133  (W),  731-6341  (H). 

 (7) 


INSTRUCTION _ 

FLUTE  LESSONS 

Have  you  always  wanted  to  learn  to  play 
this  beautiful  instrument?  Treat  your¬ 
self.  Experienced  teacher.  Reasonable 
rates.  666-0350. _ (6) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Cape  Cod  apt  in  woman's  house,  priv 
entrance,  kitchen,  bath.  $25/night. 
$160/wk.  North  Eastham.  255-5192.  (6) 

RIDES _ 

GWM  sks  ride  to  Montreal  for  DCI  finals 
week  of  Aug.  17.  Will  share  expenses. 
(617)  745-7029.  Also  Ikng  for  gay 
lodging.  Keeplrying. _ (6) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Seeking  body  builder  for  posing  ses¬ 
sions.  Pay  $10-25.0G/hr.  Send  pic  & 
measurements  to  Arrow  Vidio,  PO  Box 
2495,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ (8) 

Volunteer  services  needed  in  Rhode 
Island  by  medical  dr  or  nurse  for  VD 
clinic  for  gay  men  held  on  2nd  Sunday 
of  each  month.  Sponsored  by  Rl  Dept  of 
Hlth  &  Rl  Gay  Task  Force.  For  further 
info,  (401)847-7229. _ (7) 

COLLEGE  STUDENTS 
Gay  oriented  hlth  centr  sks  student  for 
Medical  Billing  functions.  Inc  some 
Medical  Assistant  work.  Must  be  eli¬ 
gible  for  work/study  program.  Flexible 
hrs.  Part  time.  267-7573, 9am-5pm.  (8) 

MEDICAL  BILLING  CLERK 
Gay  oriented  community  hlth  centr  sks 
individul  w/gd  organizational  skills  for 
Medical  Billing  clerk/Analyst  position. 
Inc  some  routine  billing  work  as  well  as 
analysis  &  compiling  of  statistics.  May 
inc  special  projects  relating  to  hlth 
centr  functions.  Experience  w/medical 
billing,  accounting  or  medical  terminol¬ 
ogy  helpful.  Full  or  part  time,  excellent 
salary  &  benefits.  267-7573,  9am-5pm. 
_ _ (?) 

ATTENTION  ENTREPRENEURS: 

Gay  button  business  for  sale.  4000  one 
&  one  quarter  Inch  silver  and  white  but¬ 
tons  reading  “gay”.  Tres  chic  retail  val- 
ue  $4000.  Asking  $500.  GCN  Box  450.  (6) 

Part  time  assist  w/renovation  of  So  End 
house.  Sheetrock  min  carpentry.  Paint, 
garden,  misc  jobs.  5  or  more  hrs/wk. 
Sats,  eves  $4,50/hr.  John  247-1 238.  (6?) 

Responsible  adult  to  live  rent-free  in  ex¬ 
change  for  night  care  of  disabled  man. 
Must  be  advocate  of  wholistic  health, 
nonsmoker.  Refs  &  resumes  to  Ken  Car¬ 
ter,  835  Huntington  Ave.,  Apt  1809,  Bos- 
ton  021 15  by  8/20, _ (6) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS.  .  . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,.  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _ (9/6) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 


Classified  A 
.  day  public 
All  ads  mu: 
by  phone. 
Gay  Comi 
Mass.  021 
Since  we  ai 
your  area 
number. 
Business  : 
per  line)  ai 
lines  are ! 
Non-busine 
ters  per  li 
lines  are 

If  you  wish 
Our  hours 
Friday. 
Box  numbe 
you  pick 
mail  forws 
forwarded 
you  want 
$6.00  chat 

Name 

Addre 

d  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun-  Display  classifieds  (boxed  ad 

a,ion)-  ,  .  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  torn 

it  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  p|ease  cjrc,e  one  of  the  fo||o, 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to 

nunity  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  accommodations  apartmen 

qq  INSTRUCTION  JOB  OPPORTU 

e  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOL 

code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  MOVERS  organizati 

PERSONALS  PRISONER 

$6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  REAL estate  resorts 

id  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head-  roommates  services 

>1.00  for  25  characters.  Headlines  at$ 

ss:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  charac- 

ne);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Head-  First  4  lines . at  $ 

>0  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Each  additional  line  at  $ 

are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  we 

rs  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if 

jp  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  we 
irded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 

at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00 
mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  i*OTAI  rtupi  nr 
ge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time.  1  U  1  AL  tIMULUo 

Please  Print  Neatly 

Citv 

s)  $10  per  co 

n 

wing  ad  cate* 

TS 

NITIES 

ND  M 

ONS 

S 

per  wk.  $ 

per  wk.  $ 

per  wk.  $ 

eks  $ 

>eks  $ 

$ 

.ED  $ 

State 

umn  Inch. 

gories: 

FOR  SALE 

JOBS  WANTED 

ISCELLANEOUS 

PENPALS 

PUBLICATIONS 

RIDES 

WANTED 

ss 

Zip 

Phone 

Sianature 

Account  No.  □  VISA 

Expiration  Date  □  MASTERCHARGE 

Gay  Community  News,  August  22,  1981  •  Page  15 


Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

1 28A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-Whlte  Men  Social/Support  Group 
do  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfleld  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  R.  Skiba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
The  Cauldron  (Theater)  22  Randolph  St.  876-8819 

Chiltem  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge.  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 

8ox  8774,  Boston  02114  327-2620 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm.)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  02114  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188(days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right) 

do  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St„  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
do  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  LibertiesnUnlon  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfleld,  Boston  02108 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor’s  Office 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  021 15 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  021 16 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Haley  House  —  BC,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People  s  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliife  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston-02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St„  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186Vi  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling)  1-358-7512 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

RELIGIOUS- _ 

AmTIkva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Bostoh  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk„  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA 


119  Merrimac 

Paradise,  180  Mass,  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Playland,  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Skippers,  252  Boylston  St.  262-5735 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Sporter's  Cafe,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boylston  St.  426-0086 


Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 

Eastern  Mass.  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01 754  263-9607 

Frenz  &  Luwers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-51 1 7 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915  745-3848 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844  851-6711 

MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St„  753-8360 

WOMEN 


Every  woman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women’s 
Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannls  02601  771-6739 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St„  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01 201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 774-5464 
Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1  FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS  _ _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst 
Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002 
Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501 

M-F  8-1 1  pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth  624-6869 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St„  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

NAMBLA/CT  624-6869 


725-4410 

471-8404 

542-5415 


545-2645 

545-3438 

545-0154 


Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  Katherine:  723-6327 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1  FM 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  021 14  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02172  924-0336 

Women’s  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Belvllle  &  Assoc.  266-1450 

Boston  Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay 
Health  Workers,  Box  673,  Randolph  02368 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance/East 
P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service  *  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channlng  St.,  Newton  Corner02158  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 16  266-3444 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channlng  St.,  Newton,  02158  965-2040 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 
1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 

BOOKS/BARS _ 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire.  Cambridge  02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

Delivery  Entrance,  12  Wilton  St.  783-5701 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338-8447 

Harry's  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Klmmies  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  354-8166 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 


WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-118,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 

College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06826  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-2488 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College  442-7458 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 

Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  061 17  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St„  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 


Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING  _ 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 

Moonseed  (counseling)  727-0379 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Gay  Help  Line 

751-3322 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 

8pm-midnight 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

728-6023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

331-2047 

WOMEN 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center, 
186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912 
Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912 
Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Provldence,  Box  2231 ,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  339-4327 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women’s  club, 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta  A 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O  Box  1258.  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21  St  St.  924-2970 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-301 2 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  932-0216  (eves) 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969,499-1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036 
National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601 
National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl.,  10010 

RELIGIOUS 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

55  Bethune  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  do  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F,  10014  596-3839, 242-5549 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  1001 1  242-1212 


MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

WBAI  Gay  Rap 

598-2597 

674-6004 

STUDENT 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 
Identity  House 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

691-6969 

688-0628 

243-8181 

799-9432 

725-0114 

863-2189 

863-2189 

942-5368 


944-9488 

741-5800 

924-2970 


242-6616 

929-9498 

869-3050 

688-0628 

989-6653 


STUDENT 


Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls  463-3966 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT  862-4296 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Middlebury  Gay  Men’s  Support  Group  (eves)  338-6819 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS 

or  (603)  756-4226 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  1 1  Winooski,  05404  862-4296 


Maine  (207) 


729-1750 


Bates  Gay/StTaight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates 
Brunswick  04011 
Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
do  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 


New  Jersey  (201) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  755-9053 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 

Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St„  Clifton  07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 

Box  41,  Orange  07050  746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 


New  York  City  (21 2) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass  n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572.799-9432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873, 866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  595-1445 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St: 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

1 5  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

487A  Hudson  St.  10014  741-2247 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-41 40 


New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  1 1968  (516)  324-2468 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)831-2179 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  465-9246 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEN _ _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Horizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St..  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd„  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  FltzhughSt.,  Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dlgnlty/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd.,  * 
Huntington  11743 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)275-6181 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale  (516)  420-2134 

Gay  Student  Union,  SUNY  Stony  Brook  (516)  246-7943 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  8lnghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

MEDIA _ 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  465-0423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left.  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  •  (518)462-6138 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($1 0/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN'T). 


(716)  244-8640 


Calendar 


weekly  events 

*;¥  ♦♦♦♦♦ 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  Info  tls):  volley¬ 
ball  (Dee  266-2147);  running  (825-0181);  swim-  • 
™!’8  <227  5363>’  tennis  (744-5498);  basketball 
(236-1914);  rollerskating  (254-7764). 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 


★  ★★★★★★★★★★★  lk  it 


Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at' 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
*2. 

Boston,  MA  —  “Boston's  Other  Voice,’’ 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Non  competitive 
Softball.  Magazine  Field.  Memorial  Dr.  and 
Magazine  St.  (across  from  Stop  ’n  Shop).  All 
women  welcome.  3:15-5:15pm.  Sponsored  by 
DOB 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women’s 
programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  corn-] 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 

Orisons,  MA  —"Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  me  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  M A,  02653. 


GnsnUold,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West' 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 


I Ixbrldge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info- 
278-5475. 

Hertford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm-: 
Ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691.  . 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam-’ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 


monday 

Boston, MA  —  Woman  energy  is  needed  to 
help  prepare  this  year’s  TAKE  BACK  THE 
NIGHT  march:  to  bring  public  attention  to  the 
violence  directed  against  all  women  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual  preference,  age,  race,  econo¬ 
mic  class  or  able-bodiedness,  at  all  times  but 
especially  at  night.  General  meetings  every 
Monday  evening  at  the  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (near  Mass.  Ave.; 
Northampton  T  stop).  7pm.  Come  work  with 
us  on  media  stuff,  posters,  flyers,  outreach, 
public  relations,  and  the  rally.  Info:  Rleat(617) 
277-7145  (leave  message  if  answering 
machine  answers). 

Watertown, MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 

Boston, MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  is  having  a  new  per¬ 
son’s  orientation  meeting  every  week.  This  is 
a  chance  for  newcomers  to  meet  and  talk  in  a 
small  group.  7pm.  128A  Tremont  St.  4th  floor 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop).  lnfo:338-9472 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2'/2.  Meeting 
at  38  Dartmouth  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  the  community  to  the  los^  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor’s  office.  All  interested 
people  welcome. 

Brattlsboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambrldgs,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  A  I- ' 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128AJ 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  lnfo:i 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen-; 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland! 
St.  (near  Auditorium  .stop)  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Sons  of  the  Suns,  a  weekly 
meeting  for  homeless  gay  men  over  18. 
Center  Club,  48  Boylston  St.  (second  floor). 
9:30am.  Info:  247-9141. 

Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New' 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  medial 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679., 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5926. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Boston, MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern’s 
social/sport  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  friends,  meets  every  Wednesday  at 
266  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


thursday 


BOSTON,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  In  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 

Boston.MA  — -  North  American  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop) 
8pm.  (Except  during  July  and  August.  Next 
meeting  Sept.  9).  Info:542-0144. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Prolect.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children., 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Brockton, MA  —  Brockton  Area  Gays  meet  on 
the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month. 
7pm.  Info:  Phil  583-8447. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 

People’s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian' 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Cambrldgs,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A, 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

fri  day 

BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Hartford, CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual 
Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425, 

Concord,  NH  —  Central  NH  Men’s  Support 
Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve  at  67  Thorndike 
St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-ln  center  and 
occasional  trips/activities  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 


coming  events 


Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Second  Wave,  a 
feminist  journal  of  radical  politics  and 
literature,  is  opening  its  collective  to  new 
members.  We  re  seeking  women  with  a  strong 
interest  in  editorial  and  administrative  work, 
fundraising  and  distribution,  and/or 
promotion.  Radical  politics  and  a  willingness 
to  make  a  serious  commitment  are  also  re¬ 
quired.  For  more  info  call  Sally  at  232-0117  or 
Pam  at  666-2851. 


Boston,  MA  —  Charles  River  Race.  5000  and 
10,000  meters  along  the  Esplanade  on 
September  19.  Info:  825-0181.  See  News 
Notes,  page  2. 


aug  18  tues 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 


20  thurs 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance.  Social/supper  every  other 
Thursday.  Info:  583-8447. 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  really  needs  help  In  this 
vacation  season  with  volunteer  work:  laying 
out  and  proofreading  the  paper.  See  Thurs¬ 
days  above  for  more  Info. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People’s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St.  Help  to 
organize  our  resistance  to  Reaganlsm  in  Bos¬ 
ton  and  nationwide  at  the  All-peoples’  Con¬ 
gress  in  Detroit  and  the  National  Days  of  Re¬ 
sistance  in  November.  Info:  424-1176. 


21  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  REALLY  NEEDS  HELP 
DURING  THIS  VACATION  PERIOD  SENDING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
INFO. 


Boston,  MA  —  SUMMER  FRUITS:  Creative 
Works  by  Boston  Gay  Men.  Fridays  (Aug.  14 
and  21):  cursing  boy,  a  choreopoem  perform¬ 
ance  piece  by  clover  chango;  plus  a  slide 
show  of  provocative,  alternative  gay  men’s 
fashion  by  Gene  Mignolia  of  Fruit  of  the  Moon 
designs.  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop, 
off  Harrison  Ave.)  8pm.  Fresh  fruit  and  punch. 
$3-4  (more  if,  less  if)-  Info:  427-2487  morns. 


22  sat 


Boston,  MA  —  SUMMER  FRUITS:  Creative 
works  by  Boston  Gay  Men.  Saturdays  (Aug.  15 
and  22):  cursing  boy,  by  clover  chango,  plus 
choreography  and  dance  by  Beaker  Jones. 
8pm.  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop,  off 
Harrison).  $3-4  (more  if,  less  if).  Fresh  fruit  and 
punch.  Info:  427-2487  (morns). 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Cham¬ 
plain  Valley  Bicycle  Tour.  Info:  Eric 
(617)497-1254. 


Boston,  MA  —  Susan  Abod  in  concert  at  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman’s  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  en¬ 
trance).  Susan  has  toured  extensively  with 
Willie  Tyson  and  will  perform  her  original  mu¬ 
sic  and  jazz  standards -just  for  you.  Doors 
open  at  7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after  8.  $5. 
Everyone  welcome! 


23  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical  Soci¬ 
ety,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
and  offering  informal  concerts.  Interested  mu¬ 
sicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888,  Ra¬ 
chel  742-7997  or  Frank  266-9423. 


Hampden  County  —  Picnic  sponsored  by  the 
Lesbian  Alliance.  Info:  Julie  532-4959  or  Deb¬ 
bie  532-5878. 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men's  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so- 
C'3l'zmg  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
"26-3618'  or  write:  Box  703,  St  Johnsbury,  VT 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


